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Tuition increase proposed 
by Brian jones 
A proposal was put before 
princtpal's council TuP.sdav 
calling for the gradual removal 
of the tuition fee ceiling pre-
sently in practise at Douglas 
College. 
The plan put forth by man-
agement committee calls for 
the fee ceiling (presently Sl25 
per semester) to be raised by 
$10 annually until 1982 when 
the maximum of $175 is reach-
ed, and the next year's ceiling 
would be removed entirely and 
all fees would be S 1 0 per 
credit. 
The motion and an amend-
ment to it were tabled for two 
weeks so Burser Bill Morfey 
could study the effects of its 
implementation. 
The motion was a result of a 
long standing commitment of 
principal's council to "equal-
ize the cost of programs for 
both full and part time stu-
dents," said Gerry Del Mattia, 
director of admissions and 
spokesperson for the manage-
ment committee. 
At present part-time stu-
ents pay S 10 per credit, while 
full-time students taking five 
courses ( 1 5 credits) pay only 
$125 or $8.33 a credit. 
The motion was no sooner 
on the floor than Dave John-
ston, student council pres-
ident, proposed an amend-
ment that called for the reduc-
tion of fees to the level of $8.33 
per credit, which would lower 
tuition for part time students 
and keep the maximum fees 
payable by full time students 
(1 5 credits) at $125. 
johnston stated, "I don't 
think there is a need for 
increases in fees at this time •.. 
and it is against the college 
philosophy to be raising fees 
when education is supposedly 
for everyone." 
Bill Day, dean of curric-
ulum, said that another factor 
besides equality had to be 
considered, "that of the drain 
on college facilities." 
"Some students use the 
college twice as much (full 
time students) yet pay less," 
he said. 
Gord Gilgan, faculty assoc-
tion president, spoke in favor 
of Johnston's amendment, 
saying, "You would still cre-
ate equality and can imple-
ment immediately." 
Fred Jones, the new college 
leisure services co-ordinator, 
also backed the amendment 
Birdie gets 3 grand 
by Brian] ones 
Courtesy of Douglas College 
students the D.C. badminton 
team is off to Montreal to 
compete for the national 
championship. 
At a March 6 student coun-
cil meeting the council voted 
unanimously to put up the 
$3,000 needed to send the 
eight member tea.m to Mon-
treal, provided all the money 
the team earns through vari-
ous events goes back to the 
student society. 
Initially the motion that 
was passed by council called 
for S I, 500 to be loaned to the 
team and $1,500 to be given as 
a grant. Last week student 
president Dave Johnston stat-
ed that the team had already 
raised $1,500 and that any 
additional money they gener-
ated would also be forwarded 
to the student society. 
continued on page 5 
stating lower fees and remov-
.ing the ceiling would "possib-
ly be more effective and create 
a better atmosphere." 
Principal's council members 
seemed a bit confused about 
the wording of Johnston's 
amendment at this point, and 
asked if he meant that all 
students should pay $8.33 per 
credit, no limit, or that the 
ceiling of $125 should stay. 
Johnston stated that "the 
$125 ceiling is to remain." 
Bill Morfey, college burser, 
stated "Fee revenue is part of 
our fiscal package that the 
spring budget is based on ... it 
would not be good to change 
our fees if it gives us less 
money to work with." 
Johnston raised the ques-
tion of whether the college was 
trying to raise money. 
Principal George Wootton 
replied, "The spring budget is 
based on that we get a certain 
portion from tuition fees." 
Morfey added that "When 
the college opened fees were 
10 percent of the budget, now 
they are down close to 6 
percent." 
Del Mattia also stated he 
has some reservations about 
the increase because it would 
raise the college's fees close to 
S200 for some courses, dan-
gerously close to the univer-
sity level. "If we do this we 
will be one of the highest 
costing college institutes in 
the province," he said. 
He went on to say that 
reducing the fee per credit 
without totally removing the 
ceiling may not balance out 
and could result in a drop in 
tuition revenue. 
"For example," he said, "If 
you only increase maximum by 
$10 and drop fees by $1 per 
credit, you may realize a 
S30,000 loss, because the col-
lege has such a large number 
of part-time students." 
from Canadian University 
Press 
Students across Canada 
-marched Wednesday and 
Thursday to protest cutbacks 
in education, tuition fee in-
creases and inadequate gov-
ernment funding. 
In Toronto 10,000 students 
from more than a dozen On-
tario institutions marched to 
Queen's Park March 16 shout-
ing, "They say cutback, we 
say fight back," and "Cut Bill 
(Davis) not back." 
Four hundred demonstra-
ting students greeted Saskat-
chewan premier Alan Blake-
ney when he emerged from a 
guest lecture in the arts build-
ing at the University of Saskat-
chewan March 16. 
About 5,000 Alberta stu-
dents and staff gathered on 
the steps of the Alberta legis-
lation March 1 5 to demand the 
government loosen the public 
purse strings to ease the 
financial pressure on post-
secondary education. 
And 125 students and teach-
ers marched through down-
town Lethbridge March 1 5 in 
support of the mass rally that 
took place in Edmonton. 
They carried a coffin labeled 
"death of education; cutbacks 
kill" to the steps of the city's 
provincial building to present 
to a representative of the 
department of advanced edu-
cation and manpower. 
Inside the coffin was a 
letter. 
"We will not yield in our 
demand to be heard and 
responded to by the elected 
representatives of our govern-
ment. The university, 
and high school students, 
taculty and staff are strong in 
their fight against cutbacks in 
the funding of education," the 
letter said. 
No one in the 
_ would admit any connection 
advanced education and man-
power. So the demonstrators 
turned and marched through 
continued on page 3 
Student council balks 
on Victoria walk 
by Keith Baldrey 
Student council members 
are divided on whether to 
support the unemployment 
campaign that will culminate 
in a March 30 rally in Victoria. 
Although they haven't offi-
cially voted on the matter, it 
seems that several council 
members feel that the rally 
will be too political. They are 
also wary of the British Col-
umbia Federation of Labour · 
(BCFC) and the B.C. Students 
Federation (BCSF) organizers 
and sponsors of the rally, to be 
held on the legislature gro-_ 
unds. (The rally and campaign 
is being co-ordinated by the 
Citizen' Lobby for Jobs.) 
Bob Tinkess, Surrey Chair-
person, is highly critical of 
BCSF and says he doesn't 
trust them. "I'm not in fav.our 
of going over to Victoria with 
BCSF," he said. "We don't 
need BCSF." 
According to Tinkess, BCSF 
is "Tied down to labour" and 
he feels "the students will be 
used by the BCFL." 
Tinkess thinks that the rally 
is "anti-government" and 
claims that "anytime students 
go over there (Victoria) it ends 
up being an NDP rally." 
Another Surrey council 
member, Lee Thompson, said 
in a council meeting last week 
that BCSF is "just out to get 
the Socreds." Thompson, a-
long with Tinkess, has said he 
will oppose any motion put 
forward by any member to 
support the rally. 
At the meeting last' week, 
Doug Coates, vice-president 
external, could not get anyone 
to second his motion to sup-
port the rally. However, two 
council members have since 
said that if the motion came up 
again they would second it and 
vote for it. 
Cynthia Cridge, treasurer, 
said "I'm in favor of the 
motion." She was highly crit-
ical of Tinkess and his attacks 
on BCSF. 
"By saying he doesn't trust 
BCSF he's saying he doesn't 
trust us (the students) because 
we're all members," she said. 
Cridge, who wasn't at last 
week's meeting, is a big 
supporter of the rally. "The 
students on their own could be 
a political power," she said. 
"We're sending students in 
the name of students." 
Tom Styffe, Coquitlam cha· 
irperson, also supports the 
rally and feels it ts justified, 
but is still suspicious of the 
labour movement. 
"The labour movement is in 
constant competition with stu- · 
dents over jobs," he said. "If 
students worked we'd be tak-
ing labor's jobs ... we're labor's 
biggest enemy. If we're in 
conflict with labor why should 
be be aligned with them in 
protest?" 
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SFU 
students 
lose 
battle 
BURNABY (CUP) - B.C. Sup-
reme Court Justice Hugh Legg 
dismissed Tuesday the peti-
tion brought before him by the 
Simon Fraser Student Society 
(SFSS). 
The petition asked for a 
declaratory order from the 
court that the decision of the 
SFU board of governors (BOG) 
was unlawful. The BOG deci-
sion was made on April5, 1977 
and the increases took effect in 
September of I 977. 
Student society lawyer Stu 
Rush argued that the BOG 
acted improperly when they 
decided to raise the fees 
because they were influenced 
by the universities council of 
B.C. (UCBC). The UCBC had 
informed academic vice-pres-
ident Brian Wilson that SFU 
could expect a penalty to be 
assessed against its next bud-
get request if it did not raise 
tuition fees. 
The rationale for this was 
that if the university did not 
raise fees it would be assumed 
that it had sufficient resources 
and therefore the budget was 
overestimated. 
Ralph Hudson, of the firm 
Shrum, Little and Hebenton, 
SFU's lawyers, argued that 
the Universities Act gave the 
UCBC the power to consider 
tuition fees in making it's 
recommendations on univer-' 
sity budget. 
Justice Legg decided the 
UCBC was acting within its 
powers, and that it was proper 
for the BOG to consider this 
information from the UCBC 
when making their decision to 
raise fees. 
In a press conference called 
after the decision student sen-
ator Ross Powell said the · 
UCBC's 'threat' of a cutback 
was "an ominous intervention 
into a public university by a 
government-appointed body." 
But the Simon Fraser stu-
dent society was pleased, he 
said, that the decision clarified 
the powers of the UCBC and th 
BOG and also that it identified 
who was actually responsible 
for the increase in tuition fees. 
"It seems to us that the 
universities council must take 
the blame for the increase," 
said Powell. "It is clear that in 
future we will have to take our 
fight to the UCBC as well as th 
board." 
When asked about the legal 
importance of the decision, 
Stu Rush said, "it definitely 
strengthens the role of the 
UCBC in the area of decision 
making of the board of gov-
ernors." 
He also said that the BOG 
can take a wide area of 
budgetary considerations into 
account, even though they 
may be viewed as threats. 
BOG chairman Ray Parkin-
son said he was pleased with 
the decision but only because 
he felt that the student society 
didn't have a case. 
"The student society has 
been out in left field on this 
one right from the start," he 
said. 
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Thousands protest gov't education cutbacks 
the downtown city and mailed 
the letter to Alberta premier 
peter Lougheed at the main 
post office. 
In Toronto, there were near-
ly 2,000 students from the 
University of Toronto and 
more than 2,000 from Ryerson 
Polytechnical Institute- one of 
the institutions hardest hit by 
the government decision to 
increase funding for Ontario 
students by only 5.8 percent. 
The students heard mes-
sages of support from "faculty 
and support staff associations, 
and from student organiza-
tions in the Atlantic provinces, 
the prairies, B.C. and the 
national union of students in 
Ottawa. The rally had been 
endorsed by the Ontario con-
federation of university faculty 
associations and by the Ontar-
io federation of students. 
Minister of colleges and 
universities Harry Parrot re-
fused to speak to students 
despite repeated calls for 
"Harry." 
Ontario premier Bill Davis 
also refused to speak. 
Members of both opposition 
parties spoke and were well 
received, as was Cliff Pilkie of 
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the Ontario federation of 
labour. 
Just before the demonstra-
tion started occupations at two 
institutions ended so that stu-
dents could attend the rally. 
The occupations at Guelph 
University and Ryerson Poly-
technical Institute pressed de-
mands for cancelling classes 
so that all students, staff and 
facnlty could attend the rally. 
Most demonstrations and 
colleges remained officially 
open for the day, although 
students were told that there 
would be no repercussions 
taken against them for attend-
ing the protest. 
Saskatchewan students 
have been told by the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan board of 
governors that inadequate 
government funding made 
tuition fee increases the 
board's decision. 
Alberta students chanted, 
"We won't pay more for 
less." But a debate on the 
floor of the Alberta legislature 
immediately following the pro-
test showed that the cries fell 
on deaf ears. 
Lougheed in~icated during 
the two and a half hour debate 
on funding that the province's 
universities may get more 
government support for utility 
costs, but that's as far as extra 
support is likely to go. 
From the steps of the legi!' 
lature Lougheed told students 
that taxpayers pay 87 percent 
of the University of Alberta's 
operating budget and that 
tuition in Alberta was among 
the lowest in the country. 
This was answered by the 
crowd with a thunderous 
chanting of "bullsait, bullshit, 
bullshit.'' 
U of A president Harry 
Gunning drew the greatest 
round of applause when he 
told the students and staff that 
there interest in the quality of 
education and their protest 
march had generated meet-
ings between the government · 
and the universities and had 
an impact on the day's debate 
in the legislature. 
"You have demonstrated 
true concern, and,nothing but 
good can come of it." 
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Student loan officials try to rewrite history-NUS 
OTTAWA(CUP)- The Nation-
al Union of Students has 
charged federal student aid 
officials with "trying to re-
write history to justify what 
students clearly oppose." 
The charge came March 16 
in response to attempts by the 
officials and representatives of 
the secretary of state depart-
ment to clarify what they had 
called "students agreement" 
to a proposed increase in the 
Canada student loan ceiling. 
,A bill scheduled to be 
introduced to Parliament 
March 17 had boasted "pro-
longed discussion" and "a-
greement" from Canadian 
student organizations to the 
proposals, and Secretary of 
State John Roberts had urged 
"prompt and speedy pass-
age" f~r the bill through the 
House of Commons. 
But the first notice the 
organizations received was a 
leaked document March . 9 
which said that the changes 
had their agreement. The 
student associations had pro-
tested the last loan ceiling 
increase in 1975, and spoken 
against increases in a memor-
andum to a discovered secret 
meeting of the Canada Stu-
dent Loans Pleneary Group 
last September. 
Claude Passy, head of the 
guaranteed loans administra-
tion, told Canadian University 
Press March 16 that the 
government believed it had 
the agreement of the student 
groups on the increase be-
cause they had never voiced 
"specific disagreement" with 
it. 
"We knew they didn't like 
loans, but we thought they 
would approve a short-term 
measure. That's the way we 
looked at it," he said. 
The student assoctattons 
have never been officially 
informed of any specific chan-
ges, although Passy said he 
mentioned them in response to 
the NUS memorandum to the 
CSLPG last fall. But the 
response only notes that ceil-
ings would increase and, ac-
cording .to Passy. O'Connor 
replied: "That's fine, you're 
perfectly entitled to do that. " 
But O'Connor's notes for 
the meeting circulated to 
membersof the NUS executive 
indicates that Passy doubted 
there would be any loan 
ceiling changes from the gov-
ernment this year. 
The head of the education 
support branch of the Secret-
ary of State, Robert Lachapel-
le, who was on the telephone 
with Passy, cited an interview 
with the NUS publication The 
Student Advocate as an exam-
ple of "discussion" with stu-
dent organizations on the 
loans ceiling issue. 
But the transcript of the . 
interview shows that Roberts 
did not mention the ceiling 
increase when questioned a-
bout changes in the Canada 
Student Loan Act. 
The loan ceiling increase 
will mean that students in 
some provinces will have to 
borrow more money before 
receiving non-repayable gra-
nts. The student associations -
NUS and organizations repre-
senting students in B.C. , Al-
berta, Ontario and the Atlantic 
provinces - said in their March 
12 letter the increases would 
only heighten student indebt-
edness and make post-secon-
dary education even less ac-
cessible to needy youth. 
The student organizations 
are now wondering why the 
federal officials have become 
so interested in student sup-
port when they are trying to 
push a bill through the house. 
"It's unfortunate that fed-
eral officials have made this 
death-bed conversion to stu-
dent participation in decisions, 
after a long and bitter history 
of attempts by students to 
participate in student aid deci-
sions at the federal and fed-
eral-provincial level," said O'-
Connor. 
Lachapelle and a spokes-
person for the Secretary of 
State both denied having re-
ceived a hand-delivered letter 
from NUS March .14 which 
challenged Roberts to explain 
the new loan ceiling to stu-
dents at any one of the many 
demonstrations this week. 
A spokesperson for the gov-
ernment had told Canadian 
University Press that the gov-
ernment thought "students 
would welcome the loan cha-
nges.'' 
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Shorter refund period a possibility 
by Brilm jones 
A motion was put before 
principal's council last Tues-
day calling for the time period 
in which students are eligible 
for a fee refund to be reduced 
to one week after the com-
mencement of instruction, in-
stead of the present two 
weeks. 
The motion was tabled until 
council could receive input 
from faculty and divisional 
heads on the problem of seats 
remaining empty in classes 
because of withdrawals. 
The motion, if passed, 
would mean that after the first 
week of classes there would be 
no refund for the student who 
drops a course. 
For complete withdrawals 
within the first week the 
student would receive an 80 
percent refund, in the second 
week and third week a 50 
percent refund. A minimum of 
SIO for withdrawal fee would 
be charged to cover adminis-
trative work incurred. 
The new refund sche8ule 
was proposed because, ac-
cording to Gerry Del Mattia, 
students deciding to drop clas-
ses two weeks into the semes-
ter make it impossible to fill 
any empty seats with students 
\ 
even if the class had a waiting 
list. 
"We really have a problem 
getting people into a seat even 
if we have a waiting list ... two 
weeks into the course is alot of 
work for the student to catch 
up on," Del Mattia stated. 
Marilyn Smith, director of 
student services, expressed 
concern· that the new policy 
would force students to "make 
hasty decisions on class with-
drawal...but then there is the 
other side: people defer the 
decision because they have 
two weeks." 
Gordon Gilgan, faculty ass-
ociation president, stated that 
Free time needed-Johnston 
by Brilm jones 
A proposal to revamp the 
p~esent time-scheduling mat-
rix, and giving students a daily 
one hour lunch break, was 
presented to a favorable prin-
cipal's council last Tuesday by 
student council president 
Dave Johnston. 
The proposal's main differ-
ence from the one presently in 
effect is that it allows a one 
hour time slot every day of the 
week for activities to be held 
without conflicting with class-
es. 
Presently the free time per-
iod comes from 6 - 7 in the 
evening and the proposed 
changes would free the lunch 
hour (12 - 1 pm) from all 
classes. 
The proposal was put to-
gether by Fred Jones, leisure 
services co-ordinator, with 
help from administrative per-
sonnel, was tabled till next 
week to give divisional direc-
tors time to talk over the 
at the 
proposed changes with their 
staff. 
Gerty Del Mattia, director 
of admissions, stated that 
there was still time to change 
the time tabling matrix for the 
fall semester as there would 
be no scheduling done until 
the college re-organization is 
completed, which is not ex-
pected to be until April. 
The proposal calls for the 
same number of time slots as 
the old matrix, but plans also 
for the maximum utilization of 
available hours. Each matrix 
has 54 units and both utilize 15 
for instruction. Under the old 
matrix there were four units 
for meeting. The new one 
provides 9. The old one had six 
units for leisure, the new one 
has 14. The old matrix left four 
unused units, as opposed to 
none under the new proposal. 
Another major difference in 
the new matrix is the after-
noon hours for classes. At 
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present classes are scheduled 
12- 2 pm, 2- 4 pm, and 4- 6 
pm. Under the new proposal 
classes would run from II - 3, 
3 - 5 pm, and 5 - 7 pm. Both 
matrix have classes running 
from 7 - 10 in the evening. 
Conceivably under the new 
proposal an afternoon student 
can take a full load of courses. 
.Jack Ferguson, director of 
criminology, said, "It has 
definite advantages for night 
students." 
Another council member 
added that the technical an 
vocational fields would sup-
port this and industry is 
favorable to giving a half-hour 
off work so someone could tate 
a full load. 
Gordon Gilgan, faculty ass-
ociation president, also agreed 
that the proposal was a posi-
tive one stating, "For the first 
time in eight years students 
and faculty will have an hour 
for lunch at the same time." 
the problem of students enter-
ing a class after two weeks of 
classes is almost an insur-
mountable one but since they 
have shortened the late regist-
ration the success rate of these · 
students has increased." 
Fred Jones, leisure services 
co-ordinator, said the college · 
should look at the idea of 
giving refunds only to stu-
dents who have a legitimate 
cause. 
Del Mattia answered by 
saying, "The problem with 
that is you have to set up a 
college wide 'evaluator' re-
sponsible for all refund deci-
sions and decide what is 'just 
cause' ... now if the student 
wants to withdraw, that is just 
cause.'' 
Dave Williams, director of 
library services, suggested 
that perhaps another aspect of 
withdrawals - the length of 
time a student has to withdraw 
without it showing on the 
transcript - should be looked 
at. 
"Overhearing some stu-
dents talking in the sauna, 
that (transcripts) seems to be 
an important aspect," he said. 
In other business, a first 
draft of the college's proposed 
conflict of interest policy was 
released. Council members 
had a plethora of comments of 
what it did and did not cover. 
Principal George Wootton 
expressed his appreciation at 
the scrutiny the document was 
receiving and stated that is 
exactly the response he want-
ed and called for members to 
formulate their ideas on the 
statement and bring them to 
the next council meeting. 
Dave Johnston also brought 
up the recommendation that 
was made by two Douglas 
College students in a graduate 
study document they released 
last year. The document called 
for a manpower office to be 
located on the college. 
Wootton stated he had been 
looking into the recommend-
ation and a short term solution 
would be proposed shortly. He 
went on to say that the 
recommendation had come out 
after this year's budget had 
. been prepared and that no-
thing substantial could be 
accoq1plished until the follow-
ing fiscal year. 
Personnel 
develop~nent slalllllled 
by Brian jones 
The recent college-wide hol-· 
iday for the Personnel Devel-
opment Program drew heavy 
and sustained criticism from 
principal's council last Tues-
day. 
The program was considered 
to be generally. not well at-
. tended, and left the college in 
a position of political vulner-
ability, according to some 
council members. 
The .reason the Professional 
Development Days came be-
fore council was a suggestion 
put forth by the professional 
development committee that 
the college slate August 25 to 
be a professional Development 
day, October 19-20 profession-
al days with no classes, and 
March 1-2 with classes cancel-
led as well. 
Sheilah Thompson, director 
of health services clearly sta-
ted, "I think the number of 
people attending was poor .•. 
(and) I oppose cancelling two 
days of classes if the instructor 
cannot teach if they so wish." 
Dave Williams, director of 
library services, .also spoke 
against the cancelling of class-
es unless the matter to be 
discussed is of college wide 
importance and attendance is 
mandatory. 
Bill Day, dean of curriculum 
stated, "Although this pro-
fessional development was 
marvelously organized .. .I'm 
not in favor of cancelling 
classes. Politically we are vul-
nerable if we start hacking 
away at class time." 
Day expressed the worry 
that alot of the public looks on 
educators as having plenty of 
time off ·now and to cut 
another two days off instruc-
tional time would leave the 
college open for "attack with- . 
out much ammunition to de-
fend its position." 
Principal George Wootton 
was also against trimming two 
instructional days off the se~­
ester, but thought the semes-
ter would just be lengthened 
by two days to accomodate the 
loss. 
Dave Johnston, student 
council president, expressed 
concern that lengthening the 
semester would hinder Doug-
las College's students' oppor-
tunities to find jobs in the 
summer job market. 
Douglas College is already one 
of the latest finishing insti-
tutions in the spring, said 
Gerry Del mattia, director of 
admissions. 
Marilyn Smith, director of 
student services, said that 
there were times when her 
department was busy and the 
dates were not advantageous, 
but "It is unrealistic to expect 
there to be any time in this 
college that would be advan-
tageous to everyone." She 
said, "That is why there are 
three different dates during 
the year." 
"Most other institutions 
have a mid-term break in the 
spring semester .. .! feel it is of 
importance to have a college 
wide meeting, and for the 
simple practical reason of the 
renewal of students and fa-
culty." 
Gordon Gilgan, faculty as-
sociation president, agreed 
and stated he thought the 
political vulnerability idea was 
a "red herring". 
The council was not favor-
able at all to the proposed 
two-day break in the fall, 
stating that there was already 
enough holidays in that period 
and that there was on oppor-
tunity to lengthen the semes-
ter as the college already goes 
to two days before Christmas. 
Council was undecided on 
the spring break, but most 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
the idea of cancelling classes 
unless some sort of protection 
can be formulated to defend 
their class suspension posi 
tion, such as lengthening the 
semester by two days. 
Council voted ·to refer the 
matter back to the Profession-
al Development Committee. 
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Special General Meeting a failure 
by) eannette van Eldik 
The amendments to the 
student society constitution 
tabled at the last Annual 
General Meeting were once 
again tabled at the Special 
General Meeting in Surrey last 
Thursday, this time due to a 
lack of quorum. 
Although 100 students were 
needed for quorum, only 15 
students attended the meeting 
and representatives from both 
Coquitlam and Richmond cam-
puses were absent. Posters 
had been distributed to all the 
campuses but some stated tha 
the meeting started at 4:30 
rather than the actual time of 
2:30, which resulted in a few 
students arriving as the meet-
ing finished. 
Bob Tinkess, Surrey chair-
person, said that he had been 
doing all he could to get 
people out to the meeting and 
that the New Westminster 
campus could have squeezed a 
few more people out. 
The chairperson, Dave 
Johnston, ruled that there was 
no quorum and Bob Tinkess 
challenged it. Most of the 
students present voted that 
there was quorum, but after a 
brief recess Johnston again 
ruled there was no quorum 
and proposed a discussion of 
the amendments. 
Tinkess said that he could 
see that there wasn't sufficient 
quorum but that he wished 
that Dave had done it legally. 
Johnston said that he didn't 
feel that there was fair repre-
sentation of the students and 
that it is up to the chair to 
decide what is reasonable 
quorum. 
The amendments had bee n 
tabled at the recent AGM due 
to a lack ~f clarity and had 
been presented to a lawyer 
who made the necessary cha-
nges before the SGM. 
The proposed amendments 
were to give campus represen-
tatives more power in allocat-
ing the budget on their respec-
tive campuses. 
Tinkess explained the prop-
osals, which calls for 25 per-
cent of the budget to go to The 
Other Publications Society, 25 
percent for business, and the 
other 50 percent to be distrib-
uted between the campuses 
according to campus popula-
tion. 
Each campus must have 
three representatives who 
would be responsible for fund-
ing various groups on their 
campuses and who would be 
directly responsible to the 
treasurer. 
Tinkess said that the way it 
stands now the students have 
to go from their own campus to 
the New Westminster campus 
for funding and their particu-
lar group may not concern 
anyone on the New Westmin-
ster campus, so they are not 
fairly represented. If the cam-
pus representatives were to 
distribute funds to particular 
groups, Tinkess said, they 
could understand which 
groups . needed money more 
than someone from another 
campus could. 
Dave Johnston said, "I'm in 
favor of the intent of the 
amendments and I always 
have been, but I'm not sure 
this is the way to do it. There 
is an obvious inadequacy in 
the present constitution but I 
believe they can be resolved 
within the present constitu-
tion." 
He added, "It was a bad 
time for a SGM; it wasn't 
indicative of the interest of the 
proposals, but the people who 
showed up were interested. 
We'll decide at the next 
scheduled council meeting 
when the next SGM will be 
held." 
Tinkess said he was happy 
with the meeting, although 
they lacked quorum and he is 
sure the amendments will go 
through, if not this year, then 
next year. 
Tom Styffe, Coquitlam 
chairperson, said, "I knew we 
wouldn't get quorum. With 
the AGM just finished, people 
just couldn't get interested in 
another so soon." 
Birdie gets 3 grand 
to fly to Montreal 
continued from page 1 
R~bin Ryan, coach of the 
badminton team, approached 
the council "openly, without 
any set amount to ask for." 
Ryan explained that he had 
attempted to secure funding 
from the administration, but 
they had turned down the 
request because there were no 
funds left in the physical 
education budget. 
When requesting funding 
Ryan stressed that the mem-
bers of the team would be 
soliciting funds from ·compan-
ies, and holding a raffle and an 
"Anything Goes Night" at the 
Arenex to help raise money. 
Ryan stated that Douglas 
College is the only college that 
competed in the Western fin-
als without complete funding 
from the college. 
The team left for Montreal 
on March 21 and will return 
March 26. Ryan also pointed 
out that the finals would be 
televised and give the college 
excellent publicity. 
The weekend after the 
team returns from Montreal, 
they will host the Anything 
Goes Night, with all proceeds 
going back to the student 
society. 
The Anything Goes Night is 
scheduled for March 31 at the 
Queen's Park Arenex. More 
information is available from 
the student council represent-
atives on each campus. 
The team won the right to 
compete in Montreal three 
weeks ago when they won the 
Western championship in 
Brandon, Manitoba without 
losing a game. 
• 
Out of focus pub staff serve beer to blurry customers as hot wax plays on. 
St. Patrick's Day welcomed 
There was only one Irish 
tradition followed at the pub 
night held on New Westmin-
ster campus last Friday night: 
drinking and carousing. 
As far as pub nights go (and 
they don't go far), it was your 
basic loud-talk louder-music 
night with lots of wee students 
getting smashed on beer and 
other stimulants (especially 
the herbs imported from 
Asia). 
Although a few people wore 
green - and it was very few -
there was little evidence that it 
was St. Patrick's Day. 
Most people in attendence 
were probably only dimly a- . 
ware that it was indeed that 
celebration, but of course near 
the end of the night everybody 
more or less became aware of 
everything. 
A highlight of the evening 
was the impromptu perfor-
mance by three students who 
decided to give the loud crowd 
a taste of Irish folk songs and 
jingles. 
The trio: Cathy Cartwright 
on flute, Ross McRae and on 
accordian and Neal Evans on 
guitar, was very spirited and 
willing and, although they 
have only been together two 
weeks, were quite adept at 
giving a little authenticity to 
the evening. 
Unfortunately, as is too 
often the case, their efforts 
were partially drowned out 
because of the crowd's roaring 
chatter and so only a minority 
of the audience was aware of 
their presence. 
But they were treated to a 
fine performance and in fact 
demanded that the trio play 
more, but as Cathy Cartwright 
explained, "We've already 
played every Irish song we 
know twice!" 
Another piece of amusing 
entertainment was a boat race 
between the Pub Staff Lepre-
chauns and the Irish Delight 
squad. The Leprechauns lost 
handily, but as team captain 
Ernie Wigenberg said, "The 
judge had no class." A boat 
race, of course, is where team 
members must guzzle two 
drinks each. The first team 
finished is the winner (loser?) 
The Other Press modestly 
refused a challenge to be in 
the boat race, becausl! we 
usually only do it with scotch, 
not beer. 
Council balks on Victoria 
continued from page 1 
Styffe is also undecided 
whether the government is to 
blame for the job problem. "I 
don't know whether the gover-
nment owes me a job," he 
said. "Why protest against 
the government when the 
business owes me a job?" 
However, Styffe also felt 
that the rally would do some 
good for students. "If govern-
ment recognizes that students 
are upset, it's better than 
sitting at home, as long as we 
let them know we're there 
with alternatives and not com-
plaints," he said. 
Styffe criticized the recent 
Ontario protests as being too 
militant. "It ended up making 
students look like they were 
militant, which isn't the pur-
pose," he said. "You can't get 
a job in business if you're 
known as being militant." 
Asked why he didn't second 
Coates' motion in the first 
place, Styffe blamed the way 
the meeting was conducted. 
"We never got around to 
seconding it because there 
was so much discussion," he 
said. "Roberts' Rules of Order 
weren't followed." 
Student council president 
Dave Johnston has had little t 
say on the matter. "The rally's 
success will depend on the 
government's attitude and 
whether they are willi~g to 
compromise," he said. 
According to Johnston there 
will be free buses for students 
to take to Victoria. "The labor 
movement has made available 
the buses. " 
Meanwhile, student govern-
ment members at other insti-
tutions across the province are 
starting to step up their plans 
regarding the rally. 
At Simon Fraser University 
the student forum has struck 
an ad hoc committee tQ organ-
ize the campaign on campus. 
However, like other campus-
es, they are concerned with 
where the funds for the cam-
paign will come from. 
This point has not been 
decided at Douglas College 
either. BCSF has asked for 
additional funds to cover the 
cost of the rally, and this 
request has not been too 
popular at any campus. 
At the University of British 
Columbia, a student commit-
tee on unemployment is "for-
cefully suggesting" to UBC 
administration president Doug 
Kenny that he close the univ-
ersity for a March 30 unem-
ployment rally in Victoria~ 
Council Selfish 
Suddenly students across this country are standing up and 
shouting th~t they don't like the way things are happening, and 
are d~manding that something be done _about it. . 
The issue they are most upset ab.out IS unemployment. Th1s 
seems natural as the vast majority of students, with or without a 
degree, have ~n extremely hard time finding a job.- . . 
This situation has existed for a number of years, s1mmermg 
ilnd waiting for something to happen. Well, something finally 
'nas happened. Already, over 15,000 students across the co~m~ry 
have organized rallies to protest unemployment, education 
cutbacks, and tuition increases. . 
The British Columbia protest will occur o~ March 30. m 
Victoria on the legislature grounds. Preparations are bemg 
made to send as many students as possible to the rally, and so 
far there seems to be alot of support from most educational 
institutions in the province, including UBC SFU UVic, and 
Capitano College. . . . . 
Unlike protests in other provmces, th1s one will emphasize. the 
unemployment problem, which is always the most pressing and 
depressing one to students. 
Sadly, our council does not f~l it is too "political" and 
"labor orientated". The councll members see BCSF as 
anti-Socred and pro NDP. But the fact remains that most 
students couldn't care less if BCSF supports or doesn't support 
any political group because all students want are jobs, like every 
body else. 
This one time perhaps the only time for the next couple of 
years, they have 'the chance to be heard and recogni~ed, but our 
council, in their selfish manner, has refused to giVe Douglas 
":ollege students that chance. 
Right, Bulldog? 
Some days even a "tiny" column. is hard to fill. 
Recently certain people both inside and outside the college 
have conde'mned us for everything from criticizing the _RCMP 
(forgive us Dudly Doright) to the recent chan~e 1.n o'!r 
advertising policy which allows everyone to advertise m th1s 
paper. _ 
This sudden attention hasn't caught us off guard or changed 
our views on the subjects one pica. . 
We'll still criticize the RCMP whenever they warrant 1t. But 
this isn't to say that we don't think there should be a l~w· 
enforcement agency in Canada, only one that does not abuse Its 
power. To the writer who asked where will we go when Satan's 
Angels are beating on our .. heads, ,we only reply . "To the 
Mounties who always get the1r man! But we would hke to ask 
the gentl~man where we, or other people, will go when the 
RCMP is beating on our heads? To the Satan's Angels? To the 
military? . 
Ah yes the military. Boy, did people's eyebrows twitch when 
they saw 'that we had the gall to criticize our armed forces, who 
of course protect us from the hated Red menace and other forms 
of evil. . 
It seems that a number of shell-shocked senior citizens, who 
suffer from the Slaughterhouse-Five Syndrome (the slightest 
criticizm of the military and their minds snap back to the day~ of 
war and glory- circa 1943: their heyday), think that everythmg 
should go unquestioned and left alone. . 
Well, we don't go along with that and !lo newspaper eve! wlll, 
because our job is to report and to questiOn. As we stated m last 
week's editorial: 
"To be in possession of 'the facts' without a sense of rig~t and 
wrong is meaningless. It gives one a false sense of secunty. If 
college can teach you anything, it can teach you that your 
are not always right. No one has all the answers." 
Right, Bulldog? 
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We're almost in one piece. 
The Other Press has finally 
moved their production equip-
mentfrom the New Westmin-
ster campus, where we had 
more trouble in keeping from 
suffocating in the cramped 
room than we had in trying to 
find enough room to put the 
paper together. Although_ the 
newsroom will still be located 
on the New Westminster cam-
pus all the production will take 
place in our penthouse rooms 
of Essondale Hospital. 
A great advantage of being 
located on the hospital 
grounds is the short distance 
we will have to travel on 
Tuesday mornings to find 
some rest and someone who 
will understand all the strange 
things we tend to say and do 
after production. A disadvan-
tage to being here is if they 
know we're here they may not 
let us out again. It would make 
a good story though if we 
could get out to tell it. 
There is nothing like a day 
of light exercise to get your 
muscles back in shape, as we 
all noticed when we attempted 
to move the 1000 pound type-
setting machines up two 
flights of stairs. We are all 
pleased to say that we are 
nicely back in shape; Gord is 
suffering from a hernia, the 
rest of us all had to be taken 
away on stretchers after 
wrecking our backs, and we're 
sad to say we lost Davin on the 
thirteenth step. Brian escaped 
all injury by saying he had a 
class but we later found him 
hidden under the latest issue 
of the Globe and Mail. 
The male members of The 
Other Press carried the first 
machine up the stairs but 
found their 'macho' strength 
couldn't handle the strain. 
They all decided to hire a 
professional mover for the 
next machine, except for our 
managing editor Guy who 
decided he would rather risk 
our lives than spend even a 
minute amount of the budget 
of such frivolous activities as 
moving. 
Our female staff members, 
Nancy and Jeannette, then 
came to their rescue and 
carried the second machine up 
the stairs, with a small amount 
of their help. 
Keith must be praised for 
his heroic attempt at saving 
the stair-railing from being 
scratched by placing his hand 
in the way. Unfortunately he 
lost his hand but he must be 
commended on his endurance 
as he single handedly gave the 
linal push that sent Davin 
sprawling under the machine. 
The aay culmmated with 
everyone going back to New 
Westminster and Guy was 
accidently left behind. The_ 
hospital patrol picked him up 
and we hear he is still trying to 
convince them of his sanity 
(don' t waste your breath Guy.) 
So we finally got the rooms 
that we have been waiting for 
for two years, aside from the 
fact that when we arrived we 
found our rooms had been 
taken over by the Archives and 
we had to stuff all our produc-
tion equipment into one of the 
bathroom stalls. 
One rule that we had to 
follow is that during produc-
tion we can't make any noise. 
Well, we can' t hear ourselves 
think anyway due to the floors 
being stomped by the drama 
class downstairs, but to ensure 
the least possible noise we 
have installed mufflers on our 
typewriters. 
A very funny thing we have 
been confronted with is a 
contract to ensure that we 
don't consume liquor on the 
grounds. It is understandable 
that drinking is not allowed on 
hospital grounds but it seems 
strange that since we are such 
a respectable group that we 
must sign a paper to maintain 
our dignity. 
It's strange though that we 
have to sign a contract and the 
student council doesn't. May-
be they want to protect us 
from the statistics that report 
journalists are very prone to 
alcoholism. Anyway, the stu-
dent council is so aead that the 
only reason they hold elections 
is to periodically remove the 
old carcasses from each of the 
student society offices. 
Heard Around Campus 
Len Whitely: We offer Man-
datory electives in the music 
department. 
Heard in an economics class: 
Those wh!) are under thirty 
and are not socialists have no 
heart. Those who are over 30 
and are still socialists have no 
brains. 
Washroom graffiti: Student 
politics is no better than 
government politics ... that do-
esn 't say much for either. 
Terry Glavin, former editor of 
The Other Press: F*** you 
guys should really go daily! 
Gord Isfeld: There is no free 
lunch, my friend. 
TOP is unworthy of trust 
Dear TOP, 
As a mature student attend-
ing Douglas College I resent 
the adverse remarks against 
the RCMP and the Canadian 
Armed Forces. 
However, as you have found 
it necessary to allot two pages 
to downgrade the RCMP and 
an editorial which in part also 
downgrades the military, 
would you please apply your 
same accuracy in journalism to 
the Ku Klux Klan, the Nazi 
Party and homosexuality. 
While the Vietnam war was 
an example of the tragic use of 
the military, it certainly has no 
comparison to our fight for 
freedom during the Second 
World War or to our United 
Nations Peacekeeping Forces. 
Furthermore, the reluctance 
to upgrade our armed forces 
and ·the1r equipment during 
the late 1930's nearly lost us 
the war and consequently 
would have lost you the free-
:dpm to speak 9ut todav. 
This 1s the strongest con-
demnation I have of today.'s 
young people. A great deal or 
time is spent telling our gen-
eration, who suffered through 
a depression and a war, what 
we have unjustly accomplish-
ed but I have yet to read what 
YOU would replace the RCMP 
the police force or the military 
with. 
From the code of news-
paper ethics, part one: Res-
ponsibility - a journalist who 
uses his power for any selfish 
or otherwise unworthy pur-
pose is faithless to a high 
trust. 
n J Joan V. Parsons 
wear oan, 
One of the stronger condem-
nations we have of some of 
today' s older people is all the 
time they spend telling the 
younger generation that they 
are expected to clean up the 
mess this world is in. Yet 
when we question an organi-
zation that is designed for the 
purpose of killing, or an 
organization that obviously 
and blatantly abuses the po-
wer it has been entrusted 
with, we are accused of being 
irresponsible. 
The Other Press 
Oops, sorry about that 
Dear TOP, 
I read on page 4 of the 
December 6, 1977 issue of The 
Other Press that I am "the 
creator" of the diploma of 
associate in communications. 
Correction, please. The cre-
ator of this diploma is Bob 
Lowe, director of the Douglas 
College english and commun-
ications division and now prin-
cipal of the Surrey campus. 
TOP is responsible 
Dear TOP, 
Congratulations on your 
new editorial policy of allow-
ing anyone the right to adver-
tise in your paper. Your atti-
tude demonstrates a firm grip 
of the fundamental principles 
of responsible democracy an 
the admirable, but rare, ability 
of not allowing personal opin-
ions and beliefs to cloud 
serious social and moral is-
sues. 
The proper function of a 
newspaper IS to present both 
sides of the story and leave the 
right and responsibility of 
discerning which is correct to 
the reader, who needs un-
biased reports and open mind-
ed editiorial policies such as 
yours. Your new position can 
only enhance the advancement 
of free progressive thinking at 
Douglas College and elevate 
the stature of your paper and 
the college in general. 
Yours very sincerely, 
Rob Jensen 
I look after the correspond-
ence, the interviews and the 
publicity for the program -
that's all. 
Perhaps, you are wondering 
why I have waited until Satur-
day evening, March II, 1978 
to make this correction. 
Well, I'm a little behind in. 
my readings although I have 
just discovered this evening 
that serving as a discipline 
convenor (communications), I 
am regarded by some as being 
under-worked and quite un-
necessary. 
Could you let me know it 
this letter makes one of the 
March editions of The Other 
Press? It will not be until the 
end of June that I'll get a 
chance to see it. 
Thanks, 
Harold Mcinnes 
Now something different 
byLorneWidmer 
Are you interested in doing 
something completely different 
this summer? If so, Frontiers 
Foundation may have what you 
are looking for. This summer, 
as in the past 14, Frontiers 
Foundation is organizing a pro-
gram of workcamps across the 
country. This program, named 
'Operation Beaver' involves vol-
unteer workers assisting vari-
ous underpriVt1eged commun-
ities across the country in a 
variety of projects. 
Volunteers are selected from 
all over the world as well as 
from all Canadian provinces. 
The two primary qualifications 
are a mature attitude towards 
life and being over 18 years of 
age. Although some construc-
tion experience is often useful, 
it is not the only basis on which 
volunteers are chosen. Whereas 
individuals apply from all cor-
ners of the globe, they obvious-
ly have much to offer the other 
volunteers and the community 
as a whole. 
Selected applicants are flown 
in early July to Toronto for an 
orientation. During the orienta-
tion, basic skills are taught. At 
the same time, the volunteers 
get an opportunity to meet the 
other members of their group. 
Mter orientation, groups are 
flown to their various project 
sites scattered throughout Can-
ada. Most projects are in the 
west and north in Native or 
Metis communities. 
At the site, the volunteers are 
given a place ~o live. The group 
is responsible for all its domes-
tic chores and is provided with 
funds for groceries and other 
needs. Medical expenses, shou-
ld they be incurred are also 
provided for. The group is also 
responsible for working a five 
day week. Some groups work 
more, depending on the circum-
stances. The work is frequently 
housing construction but other 
Showers found shrivelling 
Dear TOP, 
Out here in Coquitlam we 
have a class in a government 
building that is controlled by 
government workers. For the 
last two months the showers 
(which we are required to take 
so we don't insult Gweneth 
Harvey, one ot our teachers, 
with b.o.) have never once 
worked properly. At first we 
couldn't get in before our 
scrotum shriveled, it was so 
cold. Then it would get so hot 
it turned into a perpetual 
sauna bath. Perry Dekezel 
activities invariably occur. 
Volunteers work with comm-
unity leaders and this often 
leads to worthwhile and mutual-
ly rewarding experiences. 
At the end of about seven 
weeks, the group is flown back 
to a major Canadian centre for 
the 'Evaluation'. Here, all ass-
embled groups report on their 
summer experience and sugg-
est ways in which future pro-
jects could be improved. Mter-
wards, travel arrangements are 
made for each participant. 
As mentioned, Frontiers 
Foundation pays for travel ex-
penses, medical expenses and 
room and board during the 
project. Private expenses must 
be met by the individual. How-
ever, what may be lost in 
monetary terms is more than 
made up for by the unique and 
. enjoyable experiences of the 
participants. 
Interested applicants for this 
summer's projects are urged to 
immediately contact Don Irving, 
the B.C. representative of Fron-
tiers Foundation I Operation 
Beaver. His office is located at 
119 W. Pender, Vancouver and 
his phone number is 684-4715. 
He will be pleased to give you 
further information regarding 
this summer's program and will 
be able to provide you with 
application forms. 
Do you think pornography exploits people? 
Ray Godin 
think it exploits women, 
men arid children. But it 
should be there for people who 
want it. However it should not 
be as easily accessable. As for 
controlling it, it should be up 
to the city; a local issue. 
Obviously the problem would 
be diffetent in White Rock and 
in downtown Vancouver. The 
hardcore stuff should be kept 
in a vinyl wrapper or some-
thing, but definately out of the 
reach of kids. 
.,.; 
,~ 
\ ;~· .w~ , / ' ~: •' 
Gary W enzlaff . 
It is up to the individual. 
The people who print pornog-
raphy are just doing it for the 
money. There is pornography 
in Denmark and they don't 
seem exploited. Apparently in 
Denmark the incidence of sex 
crimes has dropped since they 
legalized pornography. As for 
shops that deal in pornogra-
phy it is a cat and mouse game 
they close one store down and 
another one opens. 
Brad Chong 
It affects some people dif-
ferently from · others, some 
people can't handle it. I think 
it would make people act in 
ways they would not usually 
act. It desensitizes something 
that is very special. 
Barry] acques 
Like I say in the column on 
page ten, I don't think it is 
harmful. Besides, one persons 
porn is another persons art. To 
me the Pinion is pornographic. 
On the whole, it is demean-
ing to the human body no 
matter what genre, but really 
who cares. Where I come from 
back in Chibogamu we used to 
see some pretty weird things 
done with a quarter. I don't 
think it has affected me - it got 
me a job as a sports reporter. 
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Repritlled from the Malli-
toball for Catuldian u.iversity 
Press 
by David Tudor 
F .... the movies. 
The Venus theatre is a musty 
worn structure on Sargent: Out-
side it advertises "sex movies" 
and body rubs. Inside a girl with 
ample breasts in a low cut dress 
takes the money of the few 
patrons gathered in the lobby. I 
was there in the afternoon. The 
men came alone, but I was told, 
many couples attend in the 
evenings. 
There are no house lights in 
the theatre proper, just some 
small colored bulbs on. the 
projecting stage where they 
used to have live shows a fevi 
years ago. It is so dark you 
stand a while to adjust, then 
feel your way to your seat. 
The first movie is a piece of 
shit, probably the worst movie I 
have ever seen. The credits are 
painted on a piece of paper, the 
sound track is recorded separ-
ately to the picture - a -simple 
narration with melodramatic pi-
ano music in the background -
and the quality is about equal to 
what I could have shot in a 
basement. 
Franchesca's Sexuol Whirl-
pool is the heart-rending story 
of a beautiful, "meek" girl 
caught up in a one-sided love 
affair with a pimp who sells her 
to buy heroin. The hero is 
Charlie, a poor but honest 
grizzly-haired truck driver, who 
saves her from suicide and 
takes her back to his apartment 
where he gives her what she has 
never had before, love. Fran-
chesca dumps the pimp and she 
and Charlie live happily ever 
after. 
The movie features oral sex, 
lesbianism, and a woman mak-
ing it with a guy and another 
woman at once. There's even a 
man wearing a chinaman mask, 
complete with pig tail. 
Nobody got particularly ex-
cited in this movie. There were 
lots of penises in sight, but none 
of the male actors seemed to 
manage an erection. 
I was pretty bored too. 
The feature attraction, the 
AJJ-America Girl, was of some-
what higher quality. It's spe-
cialty was lesbianism, bondage 
and blow jobs. The wholesome, 
pretty, all-American girl had a 
code which she intended to stick 
to through thick and thin. No 
fucking, and she keeps at least 
one item of clothing on_ (even if 
only a necklace). That way she 
returns pure to her boyfriend 
who was away for the summer. 
Because of the higher quality 
and the fact that the characters 
were two dimensial instead of 
one dimensional, I enjoyed this 
one somewhat more. But the 
dialogue belonged in a play 
written by high school students. 
Was I turned on? Sexually 
aroused? Did I get an urge to 
rush out and rape young wo-
men? Well, as far as I could see, 
it provided about the same level 
of sexual titillation as an aver-
age copy of Playboy or Pent-
house. Sure, the broads were 
moving, but they were still 2-D 
images. And any "perversions" 
were no more than the average 
imagination could conjure up. 
It was not shocking, it was not 
revolting. It did not look to me 
like these hungry old men were 
about to destroy the moral 
fabric of society. If there is to be 
a controversy about pornog-
raphy, it seemed it should prob-
ably be classified "Much ado 
about nothing". 
And what of the guy who runs 
this theatre, the pornographer, 
:.that perverter of social valu~s 
He had been told he would be 
bothered less by the police if he 
showed less explicit material, 
but said he was just trying to 
please his audience. To pull 
people from in front of their TV 
sets it was necessary to contin-
ually produce something a little 
more adventurous. 
'Was I turned on? . 
Sexually aroused? 
Did I get an urge 
to rush out and rape 
a young women' 
and young minds? What was 
he? A hustler? A cynical cold-
hearted exploiter who has never 
had a decent thought in his life? 
A mafioso type bent oh luring 
innocents into crime and degra-
dation? 
Well, actually, no. He was a 
gentle little guy named Joseph 
Gabriels who seemed genuinely 
hurt that the police were trying 
to close him down when all he 
was trying to do was run an 
honest business. 
"What can I do?" he com-
plains. "The government says 
'We have no censorship here'. 
All the classification board can 
do is tell me it's restricted. I 
know that already." 
Having the film viewed by the 
classification board gives him 
no protection. It can still be 
seized by the police, and he can 
still be hauled into court; as he 
has been twice already. He is 
currently free on bail from two 
charges arising from the ftlms 
Anomolies ("Educational", he 
protests), 3 am, and The Se.x-
uaJist. Bail cost Sl ,000 the frrst 
time, $2,5000 the second. 
He dismisses the idea that 
the movies are offensive. It' s 
better, he says, for people to 
come and see movies than to get 
drunk and kill someone on the 
road. 
"What I am against is porno-
graphy using kids, either in 
books or movies. Our movies 
only show adults. I don't want 
ftlms that are exploiting child-
ren." 
"People kno~ what type of 
film they're coming to see," he 
said, in defense of the quality of 
the movies. "They don't go to 
judge if it deserves an Oscar." 
"But the movies don't con-
tain excessive violence, and 
they don't teach people to kill. 
Compared with the violence in 
movies, these films don't hurt 
anybody." 
Over 1,000 people had signed 
a petition supporting the thea-
tre, including people who had 
never been there, he said. He's 
concerned it might not be valid 
because he did not have the 
addresses. 
at the body rub shop 
Why is it I come out of these 
interviews full of sympathy for 
the unfortunate honest business 
man struggling against the 
righteousness of a minority 
whilst merely trying to make a 
living? It was the same with 
Grant Wedow of Paris House, a 
downtown massage parlour. 
The lobby of Paris House is 
cool and dark after the heat 
outside. It is designed to be soft 
and relaxing, brown carpet, 
leather upholstery, leafy plants. 
There were two girls there, not 
exceptionally beautiful, but not 
unattractive. It had already 
been made clear to me that 
Paris House offered no illicit 
favors, but even . so I found 
myself expecting attentive, 
extroverted women exuding sex 
from every pore like in a 
B-Grade movie whorehouse. 
Maybe they were with paying 
customers. 
"Can I ask you some ques-
tions?" I say to one. 
"No," she replies. "I'm not 
into that." 
The first thing Wedow in-
forms me is that Paris House is 
not a massage parlour. It's a 
Sensitivity Awareness Studio. 
They do not offer a massage, 
they offer a light, fmgertip body 
rub. The girls are not masseurs, 
they are licensed as enter-
tainers. There is no intention of 
providing clinical or therapeutic 
services. 
He gives a vague explanation 
of this, but later says that it is 
related to problems with the city 
by-law that would restrict and 
regulate the operation of mas-
sage parlours. 
"The dress code (demanded 
by the by-law) would affect us 
somewhat, but not to a great 
extent," he says. "We'd be 
losing some customers, but 
we'd still be making money. 
We'd be really hit by the hours. 
We would be closed at night, 
which is when we do most of our 
business." 
But the city by-law, he said, 
would not apply to Paris House. 
It does not claim to be a 
massage parlour. It is a place of 
entertainment. 
This was not the only diffi-
culty they were facing. He 
complained of "police harass-
ment". "They continually drive 
by, or they park across the 
street in our parking lot and 
watch the place. Sometimes 
they come in for no reason at all 
and just sit around, or they ask 
to see the books and to search 
the place, which they have no 
right to do, so we make them 
aware of that. They would like 
to see us closed down." 
"Because we make a great 
deal of money and they don't 
like that." 
Surely, I suggest, it's more 
than that. 
"We've never had anyone 
busted for immoral or illegal 
acts. All employees are asked to 
sign a policy form which pro-
hibits this. If they are found 
doing something illegal it is on 
their own time, and they might 
well have their employment 
ended because of it." 
"We're not in the business of 
selling sex." 
What Paris House, and other 
similar establishments, are in 
the business of selling is 
physical contact for the lonely, 
the frustrated, the adventurous, 
the curious. For about 20 bucks 
you can have a topless "Sensi-
tivity Awareness Attendant" 
give you a half hour body rub. If 
that doesn't sound exciting, for 
a few dollars more (quite a few, 
up to $150) you can have 
saunas, whirlpools, showers, 
you can rub down your girl, you 
can have her apply oil without 
using her hands - which sounds 
entertaining - and you can have 
various combinations of these. 
What sort of people come in 
f1,1r this treatment? All sorts, 
from blue-collar workers to the 
businessmen, all ages, from the 
minimum age of 18 to whatever, 
women as well as men. 
I wondered how the attend-
ants felt about giving a body rub 
to another woman. 
"Some don't like it, so they 
just don't do it. Others don't 
mind." 
Why do people come? Simply 
because it is pleasant to look at, 
to h~ touched by, and to touch 
an attractive woman. Some are 
reg-Jlars who have found some-
one they can talk to. Some of the 
customers are nice, he says, 
some are not so nice. "Some 
think that what we're offering is 
sex. When they don't get it, 
they become upset." 
He comments that .he thinks 
what some people are offering 
is quite enough, and is offen-
sive. He lists off Playboy, _.. 
Penthouse, Hustler, "a million 
different magazines showing 
nude girls, or discussing ex-
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plicit pornographic details." 
What then of the women's lib 
position that he is exploiting 
women? Not so, he says. "We 
are offering the woman a free-
dom. If a woman has a natural 
asset, the beauty of her body, 
and if she can make money by 
taking off her clothes and 
letting people look at her, 
without performing any illegal 
acts, I think it's a step forward. 
I fully support women's lib." 
Body rubs, it appears, can 
even be helpful. I mentioned 
the claims of some that porno 
graphic films may relieve sexual 
tensions and even h~lp a diffi-
cult marriage. He agreed that 
body rubs could have the same 
affect. 
"You might have a middle 
aged guy having problems. 
There are times he might like to 
be able to come in and be talked 
to and given attention, and also 
to go out and brag to his friends 
afterwards." Many customers 
come by word of mouth recom-
mendation. 
He concluded the interview 
with a general statement:"No 
one is forced to come in. No one 
is forced to be a client. We're 
absolutely no one, we're provid-
ing a service - and one that is in 
demand. 
"We still have trouble with 
those that believe in the older 
Victorian type of society. But as 
- time goes by people are be-
coming more receptive, more 
responsive, and I think the 
amount of trouble will de-
crease." 
Mter talking to Paris House, I 
sought out one of the older, 
straight massage parlours, the 
kind Wedow says Paris House is 
not. They are not easy to find, 
or at least, they no longer seem 
to list themselves under "Mas-
sage" in the telephone di-
rectory. 
I finally phoned Rosenbaum's 
Health Studio, only to be warn-
ed by an irate proprietor that 
they had nothing to do with· the 
massage studios and that if the 
Manitoban involved them they 
would sue. 
"We've got no girls, no-
thing," she said. "Our cus-
tomers have known us for 15 
years. Those massage parlours 
are just for the young people, 
our people are mostly old. 
We've got nothing to do with 
them." 
Written Pornography 
Next, in a narrow little shop 
on Main Street I_ buy a few 
bucks worth of cellophane-
wrapped pornography, then go 
home to spend the evening 
reading it. 
It is not particularly great 
stuff. I have two books, Border 
Town Sex and The Sex Account. 
The first is the supposed re-
search of a sexologist who goes 
down to towns on the U.S.-
Mexican border to check out the 
brothels. 
"I'm down here simply to do 
research into patterns of sexual 
behavior of the tourist in a 
border town," he tells everyone 
in his most sincere voice. They 
don't believe him at frrst, but he 
convinces them with a drink, 
and then they spill out the most 
intimate details of their most 
memorable sexual experiences. 
As one might expect, such 
complicating factors as plot are 
kept to a minimum. 
The second is somewhat bet-
ter in that it at least attempts to 
be a novel. It is about an ad man 
working on an account, and 
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having sex with a woman he 
hates in order to keep the job. 
Not only does he feel disgust 
and remorse at what goes on, he 
even goes back to his wife at the 
end. All very touching. The 
writing is not great, but as with 
the movies, quality is not wh~t 
the readers are looking for. 
Both are exactly 185 pages 
long. Maybe a coincidence, 
more likely the authors are 
required to write a specific 
number of words. 
The back pages list titles of 
other books I can order. Auto-
biography of a Sex Slave, Dis-
ciples of Perversion, Sex Sec-
rets of the Mod Wife, The 
VW/ent Erotics, The Gang-
Hangers, Diary of a Nymphet, 
and so forth, 60 in all. 
The cellophane-wrapped ma-
gazines I picked up were no 
more explicit than Playboy or 
Penthouse, although without 
the attempted sophistication. 
The only article that was out of 
the ordinary was entitled, The 
Girl Who Loves Her &a Con-
strictor, written as an inter-
view ... 
"Does the snake know he's 
making love to you?" 
"I don't know. I know he 
loves me, I think he knows he 
Church and Government 
Is pornography the symbol of 
the decadence of the modem 
world? Looking for a lecture on 
morality, I spoke to Father 
Killen, the Catholic Chaplain at 
the U of M. 
"Most pornography is harm-
less," he said. "When you get 
the hard core material with 
children and so forth, I think 
that's a little perverse and 
disgusting, but people who buy 
pornography generally just do 
so to enjoy · the art. Very few 
read it to get their rocks off and 
masturbate over pornography.'' 
He did not support those 
trying to wipe it out completely, 
as long as it was kept from 
young children. "We can't say 
you can't have it just because 
we don't think it's right." 
He did feel, however, that 
massage parlours could be a 
different case, due to at least 
the possibility of actual inter-
course. "I don't think-they can 
be equated," he said. "Porno-
graphy leads to impure th-
oughts, but seldom to impure 
actions." 
So did he think society's 
morals were on the verge of 
extinction? No, he said, point-
ing out that sex was merely · 
more open today. "Basically, 
man is a sexual animal ... It's 
been going on for years." 
I commented that he was 
taking a. far more liberal view 
than the church was reputed 
for. He replied that it was his 
personal opinion, rather than 
the church's. 
"The Church has always 
been the stem guardian, they 
have been very conservative, 
sometimes too conservative, al-
though this is sometimes a good 
thin " g. 
I then tried the Attorney-
General's department of the 
Manitoba government. If they 
were prosecuting it, they must 
'The church has· a/Ways 
been the stern guardian, 
they have been very 
conservative, sometimes 
- too conservative ' 
gives me pleasure ... One thing 
about snakes, though, is they 
can only move in one direction -
forward. So I have to help him 
out; he helps himself in." 
(To boyfriend): "How do you 
feel about all this?" 
The boyfriend shrugs. 
"He's jealous of my Great 
Dane." 
be against it, or so I figured. 
"It's a problem area," de-
puty attorney-general G.E. Pit-
key said. "But largely because 
itis an area in which judgement 
is subjective, unlike stealing in 
which you can determine object-
ively whether or not someone 
has stolen a car." The police 
generally take action only when 
there is what is considered a 
"flagrant violation", he said, 
often in response to a complaint 
from the public. 
I expressed the opinion that 
Penthouse was just as explicit 
as the Venus Theatre. While it 
is true that much goes unno-
ticed by the police, he said, this 
was in part because of the sheer 
requirements. of assessing all 
the possible offensive material, 
which is so great that action 
cannot usually be taken. 
"As to the law being chang-
ed, there is not enough of a true 
consensus to show a substantial 
change in public opinion which 
would warrant such a change." 
When prosecuting, he said, the 
criminal code, which speaks 
only of undue exploitation of 
sex, requires one to ask whether 
or not the particular item is 
offensive. "No matter how you 
look at it, the issue is a 
subjective one. What, for ex-
ample, are community stan-
dards? The judge is called on to 
do the best he can to determine 
this." 
What about the comment that 
is sometimes heard that explicit 
sex is no more obscene than 
explicit violence? 
"I think a strong case can be 
made that if people are debat-
ing the effects of pornography, 
if this debate is legitimate, then 
certainly the effects of gross 
violence would have to be 
looked at also." 
Reverend john Howard, of 
the Church of God, took a 
somewhat more concerned 
stance, although recognizing 
the dual questions of censorship 
and freedom, and inclining 
towards freedom rather than 
censorship. His major concern 
was with the marketing of the 
materials in such a was that 
children could obtain them, he 
said. 
He expressed concern about 
the moral issues involved, term-
ing the publishing of pornog-
raphy "an affront to the dignity 
of man." 
"When this dignity begins to 
be challenged, we begin a _loss 
of respect for the family and a 
loss of the moral fibre on which 
this country depends," he said. 
The Feminist Viewpoint 
"Pornography is exploitive," 
according to Pat Simmons, 
Rape Crisis Centre. "Not just of 
females, but 'of people." She 
expressed concern about books 
and massage parlours which 
gave the impression that the 
sole purpose of a woman was to 
be used sexually. 
She was concerned, she said, 
not so much about the average 
person, but the small percent-
age for whom pornography led 
to distorted concepts, leading 
possibly to such crimes as 
voyeurism, exhibitionism, and 
rape. -
"As long as there is even that 
small percentage of people, I 
don't feel pornography is heal-
thy," she said. 
She said she knew of cases in 
which pornography had in part 
influenced rapists. She blamed 
in particular, publications which 
printed sexual fantasies or sim-
ilar material, such as Penthouse 
Forum. "A person might read 
this and think, 'Gee, I'm really 
missing out. Everybody's doing 
this and I'm not.' He feels he is 
entitled to this, and so does it 
verbatim, except forcing the 
victim.'' 
She disputed the claim that 
pornography actually helped by 
continued on page 10 
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teleasing sexual tensions, par-
ticularly with such a pet'SOil. 
I f-ound it interesting that she 
was ~ the only person l 
talked to who actUally was 
willing to ~ .pornt)<' 
g:raphy, and even sn, she S'Qg· 
gested it ·~ be done taSte.. 
fully. so that there was .no 
~oitation. 
A ~arch forPetspedit;e 
There ate one ot twO points 
thatcartbemade, in the hope of 
putting these ~OU$ c:onunertts 
in some kind of perspective. 
Fitst thett is the point of 
exacdy what is available in the 
way of pornography. The an~ 
swe.r is, not much. No doubt one 
can sedc out storeS which wiD 
sell you iDustrated sex with 
children, animals, etc. but io. 
Winnipeg, at least, a casual 
search will reveal nothing more 
alarming than the avetage Pent~ 
house on every ~ rack 
in the city. 
The second point .is that 
pomogra:phy, body rub shops~ 
.00 whatever only exists be-
cause people want them to, and 
that generaUy it is better to 
have them exist Jeplly· than 
illegatly. 1'hete may ot ~ Mt 
be prosdtution in $Q.me massage 
parlours. If $J it .is probably a 
great deal more .. hygenic than 
~ pitted up on Main 
Street. 11 not, the avetage 
Visitor p~ly has his curios-
ity satisfied with simply the 
mas~. Siml1ariy it is better to 
Jnly pomography openly than to 
~it in the same manner 
one -would buy ~ lt is the 
de.rnand that is ctea~ the 
. supply, not vice versa. 
The third point is that, what .. 
ever one may read about the 
decadence of modern sodety, 
none of thi$ is parUadarly new. 
The most obrious example is 
the prD$titution and porno. 
graphy that ilogrlsbed in the 
V.ictoriai\ era. V"tctorian ~ 
graphy is rather amusing stuff, 
but V'K:tortan prostitution was 
no joke,. and the repressive 
sexual ~ of the era 
«tUlinly had their share of 
vi<;tims. 
Similady, England~s Charles 
n. in more open times. had 
sevetal mistresses, his .most 
{a,mous being Nell G~n. Nell's 
mother rm a brothel Off Drury 
.La.ne, Nell meF the king in a 
theatre, atKl he bought her a 
house behind one of his palaces 
so that he could ~isit her 
~larly. Even in these per--
missive days the thought m 
Prince Charles or even Pierre 
Trudeau in a massage parlour is 
somewhat incongruous. 
Less generally, there are 
several good reasons why pom-
08(aphy should not be ~­
sored. Most bnpo~t is that 
.several ~ent and worth• 
while books <:ould be, and have 
beent deemed J>Oti)08rapby, 
One might think of james 
J()y(e'S U/yse!Js as an ext:retne 
example from earlier years, but 
in the present day there are 
numerous high quality boob 
that would have. to be banned if 
one wished to eliminate from 
public reading aU references to 
explicit sex. .···· 
It can be argued, however, 
that these bOOks are not dedi-
wed soldy to sex .. sa is part 
of them because sa is part of 
life. The Canadian Criminal 
Code te£ers. to material as 
obscede when its primary pur· 
~ is simply the exhibition of 
sex (ot ~· and violenc;e). But 
even if we accept this, there ate 
stiU many books and magazi** 
the primary purpose of which ts 
the exlu'bition of se~ yet y;hidt 
ca.t be. bought readilY in Eaton's 
or the Bay, The Happy H~t 
writes some very enwrtainfug 
material, f>ut no one Ol1l deny 
that it's purpose is to make you 
feel horny~ not tO edifY the 
spirit. Penthouse Forum is a 
magazine dedicated solely w 
the search for a more interest· 
ing sex life. And despi~ what 
eveeybody says, the high qual~ 
ity interviews andfactioq ate not 
the primary selling point of 
Playboy. 
. Thus prosecution or censor-
ship of potnognaphic material 
on the grounds set out in the 
criminal code is inconsistent 
with what is regulady allowed 
in society. One might legit-. 
imately ban a movie because it 
shows seJ -.ith cbildten, but if 
one bans it sbnply because u 
shows ~· one must .reasonably 
ban a great deal of other 
material also. 
One could 6lrther say that 
what makes pornography offen.. 
sive is the audity with whkb it 
is done, and perhaps use this as 
a standard for censorship .. But 
low quality work is by no meaM 
limited to pornographers. If we 
were to ban all marerial dedi--
cat«! only to one aspect ollile 
and of very low quality, we 
would also have to ban 40 
peKent or an scienc;e fiction. 60 
peteent of all detectiv~ novels, 
arul the Harlequin Ro.mance 
series in its entirety. In other 
words~ there is no logically 
cotlSistent manner in which we . 
can ban potnography without 
putting~ restrictions on 
what people reaQ artihiew. 
There is no reis.on, of cW.t$e, 
why this should be- a problem. 
Things are ~lady bQMed C)r . 
not banned on quite itratiorud 
grounds. SQdety wishes to at~ 
low smoking itt publk and 
violence on 1V, bu~ not mas· 
sage parlour ads in the oo1y 
papers. This is society'$ tight. 
, lt is not sodet;y' s right to 
· allow racism, be<:alJse this. 
would hurt. a great number of 
~t>Je~ l>ut il is society'. right 
to disalloy fJOrnogtapby, body 
rub shops aOd so fri, .. because 
this wotdd®Jse only te.mpo.razy 
incoDW.!~ to a · lew entre-
preneurs and in the case of chUd 
pornography, would protect 
some present victims. If a good 
case can be made. for hamUul 
eff~s. this WO\l1d be even 
sttcmger reason for domg so, 
The obvious point is. that 
society has~ to make up it's 
.ani~. ~ e ·•is something very 
refreshing. in the fact that 
people today are generally te-. 
luet:ant to inflict their morals 
oato's«Jmeone else. however lt•s 
also true that society quite 
possibly does require some sort 
of stabdards~ 
But these standards can only 
legitimately be established by 
careful limitst not by censor~ 
ship .. {or conummity restticti()n 
on ~he limits of selling se)t.¢0Uld 
$hiit easily with time, which 
censorship ~t. 
Exacdy what, if any, tl}ose 
limits should ~ is something 
society will have t-o evolve !ot 
.Itself. 
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OFF TO THE MOVIES 
by Barry Jacques 
A ny pictori~l or three di-mentional material in-cluding but 
not limited 
to books, magazines, films, 
photographs and statuary, 
which is made up in whole or 
in dominant part of depictions 
of human sexual intercourse, 
masturbation, sodomy (i.e. 
bestiality, or oral or anal 
intercourse), direct physical 
stimulation of unclothed geni-
tals, or flagellation or torture 
in the context of a sexual 
relationship, or which empha-
sizes the depiction of uncover-
ed human genitals; provided 
however, that works of art or 
of anthropological significance 
shall not be deemed to be 
within the foregoing defini-
tion." 
Whew!! While that is one of 
the longest sentences that I 
have heard to describe porno-
graphy, or explicit sexual mat-
erial, it seems to cover just 
about everything that Isaw 
during my excursion down to 
our own moderately bawdy-
bijou, the Eve Theatre on 
Granville Street (owned, incid-
ently, by Famous Players(. 
The controversy which rag-
ed within the narrow confines 
of The Other Press newsroom 
over the decision to run Mar-
keting the Sexual Revolution, 
was enough to make me take 
the effort to find out what this 
pornography stuff was all a-
bout. Besides a humanitarian 
concern for the welfare of my 
favorite animal - the boa 
constrictor - this article also 
made me realize that I was not 
yet a complete person - I 
hadn't actually seen a "porno-
flick". 
Now I realize that the Eve 
Theatre is nothing compared t 
the occular delights awaiting 
the adventurous soul who is 
willing to commute to Blaine, 
but I also knew that as a novice 
sinner, I had better start easy. 
Not only that, Sue isn't 21 yet, 
so she wouldn't be able to go. 
Sue is the artist - turned 
sexual investigator - who ac-
companied me on my descent 
into depravity. She too was a 
beginner at pornography ("I 
have never done anything like 
this before") so it promised to 
be an interesting evening. 
After taking heed of admon-
ishments not to eat the pop-
corn, we girded our psycholog-
ical loins and sallied forth to 
our impending ingestion of 
iniquity. 
We got into the theatre 
without meeting anyone we 
knew, thank God, and settled 
down into the weirdest seats I 
have ever encountered. When 
you moved around (or squirm-
ed uncomfortably) they had a 
tendencey to rock back and 
forth in a most disconcerting 
manner. I imagine they had 
some practical function when 
first installed, but it had 
nothing to do with the people 
in the front with the news-
papers in their laps. 
The program that evening 
consisted of two "features". 
Oriental Blue and Rivals in 
Love. The first movie, Orien-
tal Blue, was about an Oriental 
woman named Madame Blue 
who ran a white-slavery oper-
ation out of a Chinese restaur-
ant. She kidnapped beautiful 
young girls off the streets of 
New York and turned them 
into sexual slaves. The way in 
which she did this was to give 
them a potion called "love 
juice" (if you can believe it) 
which turned them into raving 
nymphos in about 10.5 sec-
onds. The potion also had the 
added benefit of being addic-
tive. 
The 'plot' of the movie 
consisted of one of the men 
Madame Blue used as procur-
ers falling in love with a girl he 
was supposed to be procuring 
for her operation. One of the 
cardinal rules (besides being 
able to sustain a two hour 
erection) of the World Brothel 
Association was that you were 
not allowed to fall in love. The 
rest of the movie was devoted 
TO Madame Blue's various 
ingenious plots designed to 
punish the offending parties. 
Out of a total length of about 
50 minutes, approximately 15 
minutes of the movie was 
devoted to riot development, 
the rest o the movie was 
devoted to what is politely 
termed explicit sex. While 
there was much oral sex and 
intercourse, the cameraman 
seemed to have a mental block 
about belly buttons, pubic 
on the beach in front of a 
house in which lives the 
very slavic-looking daughter of 
a Greek fisherman, (Bjorn 
Popadopolous no doubt.) He 
has amnesia and has no idea 
how he got there. The girl 
takes care of him for a while 
and then she has to go back to 
the hotel where she works for 
a predatory older woman who 
is always looking for a new 
thrill; male or female. This 
woman tells the girl that there 
is an escaped murderer on the 
island, and the police are 
looking for him. The girl 
decides that he is probably 
innocent so she decides to 
keep hiding him until he 
regains his memory. 
This older woman finds out 
about him and blackmails him 
into becoming her sexual 
slave. (Did I say this was more 
plausible?) But the hero man-
ages to hit his head during the 
most boring chase scene I 
have ever viewed (everyone 
was on foot), and regains his 
memory. He is able to prove to 
the police that he isn't the man 
they are looking for - he 
happens to be a millionaire 
whose powerboat blew up and 
tossed him into the sea. Of 
course he is also planning on 
divorcing his wife, so everyone 
lives happily ever after. 
The plot action in this movie 
took about 30 minutes out of 
the total length of 70 minutes -
&IRLS J 61RIS! &IRIS! 
hair, or genitalia. (Or it could 
have been the gonad-squad at 
the B.C. Censor - who 
knows?) The only erect organ 
in evidence was a 1 I 60th 
second out of focus flash of a 
phallic shaped object which 
could have belonged to any-
thing from a hamster to a 
Shetland pony. Sue and I were 
very disappointed! 
The trailer, produced by the 
National Film Board, promises 
to be much more titillating. It 
was entitled The Fine Art of 
Eating, and it certainly lived 
up to its name. Imagine our 
total disgust when it turned 
out to be all about food. The 
rest of the audience was 
obviously distressed as well, 
because they all took their 
hands out of their respective 
pockets and got up to go to the 
washrooms. The ones who 
didn't leave (us) sat and made 
disparaging comments about 
the state of the movie indus-
try. 
The hero of the story is first 
seen being washed up on the 
shore of a tropical island, right 
that left about 
good clean fun. (It may not 
have been good, or even clean, 
but it certainly looked like 
fun.) The cameraman of this 
adventure was of the fade-
out to soft focus school, again 
the action was not very explicit 
but the facial expressions were 
a delight to behold. I have 
never seen so many implied 
orgasms in my life. 
After the last extravaganza 
was over, the house lights 
went up, and everyone had 
scurried into the night, I eased 
my somewhat cramped body 
up out of that bizzare chair and 
managed to stagger out to the 
street. After two hours of 
sexual 'Stimulation' what did I 
feel like? Well I didn't have 
the inclination to run out and 
rape a few girl-guides, and 
judging from the way Sue was 
talking, she wasn't about to 
do a similar number 1,1n a pCJor 
innocent cub-scout. 
The worst that 
could have happened would be 
if I had met someone I knew . 
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STAGNATION IN SCI·FI · C~O:~~ DI~S().VER~ 
by Ursula K. Lenguin 
For Canadian University Press 
ne of the 
great early 
socialists 
said that 
status of 0 
women in a 
society is a pretty reliable 
index of the degree of civiliza-
tion of that society. If this is 
true, then the very low status 
of women in science fiction 
literature would make us pon-
der about whether we are 
civilized at all. 
The women's movement has 
made most of us conscious of 
the fact that science fiction has 
either totally ignored women, 
or presented them as squeak-
ing dolls subject to instant 
rape by monsters- or, at best, 
loyal little wives or mistresses 
of accomplished heroes. Male 
elitism has run rampant in 
science fiction. But is it only 
male elitism? Isn't the 'subjec-
tion of women' in science 
fiction merely a symptom of a 
whole which is authoritarian, 
power-worshiping, and inten-
sely parochial? 
The question involved here 
is the question of The Other -
the being who is different from 
yourself. This being can be 
different from you in its sex; or 
in its annual income; or in its 
way of speaking and dressing 
and doing things or in the 
color of its skin, or the number 
of its legs and heads. In other 
words, there is the sexual 
Alien, and the social Alien, 
and the cultural Alien, and 
finally the racial Alien. 
Well, how about the social 
Alien in science fiction? How 
about in Marxist terms, 'the 
proletariat'? Where are they 
in science fiction? Where are 
the poor, the people who work 
hard and go to bed hungry? 
Are they ever persons in 
science fiction? No. They ap-
pear as vast, anonymous mas-
ses fleeing from giant slime-
globules from the Chicago 
sewers, or dying off by the 
billion from pollution or radia-
tion, or as faceless armies 
being led to battle by generals 
and statesmen. In sword and 
sorcery they behave like the 
walk-on parts in a high school 
performance of The Chocolate 
Prince. Now and then there's a 
busty lass amonst them who is 
honoured by the attentions of 
the Captain of the Supreme 
Terrain Command, or in a 
space-ship crew there's a 
quaint old cook, with a Scots or 
Swedish accent, representing 
the Wisdom of the Common 
Folk. 
The people in science fiction 
are not people. They are 
masses, existing for one pur-
pose: to be led by their 
superiors. 
From a social point of view 
most science fiction literature 
has been incredibly regressive 
and unimaginative. All those 
Galactic Empires, taken stra-
ight from the British Empire of 
1880. All those planets - with 
80 trillion miles between 
them! - conceived of as a 
them! - conceived of as war-
ring nation-states, or as colon-
ies to be exploited, or to be 
nudged by the benevolent 
Imperium of Earth towards 
self-development - the White 
Man's Burden all over again. 
The Rotary Club on Alpha 
Centaurim, that's the size of 
it. 
What about the cultural and 
racial Other? It is the Alien 
everybody recognizes as alien, 
supposed to be the special 
concern of science fiction, it's 
in the old pulp science fiction, 
it's very simple: the only good 
alien is a dead alien - whether 
he is an Alderbaranian 
Mantis-Man, or a German 
dentist. And this tradition still 
flourishes: witness Larry Niv-
en's story "Inconsistent 
Moon" (in An the Myriad 
Ways, 1971) which has a 
happy ending - consisting of 
the fact that America, includ-
ing Los Angeles, was not hurt 
by a solar flare. Of course a 
few million Europeans and 
Asians were fried, but that 
doesn't matter, it just makes 
the world a little safer for 
democracy, in fact. (It is 
interesting that the female 
character in the same story is 
quite brainless; 'her only func-
tion is to say Oh? and Ooooh! 
to the clever and resourceful 
hero.) 
Then there's the other side 
of the same coin. If you hold a 
thing to be totally different 
~rom yourself, your fear of it 
may come out as hatred, or as 
awe - reverence. So we get all 
those wise and kindly beings 
who deign to rescue Earth 
from her sins and perils. The 
Alien ends up on a pedestal in 
a white nightgown and a 
virtuous smirk - exactly as the 
'good woman' did in the 
Victorian Age. 
In America, it seems to have 
been Stanley Weinbaum who 
invented the sympathetic 
alien, in A Martian Odyssey. 
From then on, via people like 
Cyril Kornbluth, Ted Sturgeon 
and Cordwainer Smith, sci-
ence fiction began to inch its 
way out. of simple racism. 
Robots - the alien intelligence 
- begin to behave nicely. With 
Smith, interestingly enough, 
the racial alien is combined 
with the social alien, in the 
'Underpeople,' and they are 
allowed to have a revolution. 
As the aliens got more sym-
pathetic, so did the human 
heroes. They began to become 
almost human. 
If you deny any affinity with 
another person or kind of 
person, if you declare it to be 
wholly different from yourself 
- as men have done to women, 
and class has done to class, 
and nation has done to nation -
you may hate it, or defy it; but 
in either case you have denied 
its spiritual equality, and its 
human reality. you have made 
it into a thing, to which the 
only possible relationship is a 
power relationship. And thus 
you have fatally impoverished 
your own reality. You have, in 
fact, alienated yourself. 
This tendency has been 
remarkedly strong in Amer-
ican science fiction. The only 
social change presented by 
most science fiction literature 
has been to wards authoritar-
ianism, the domination of 
ignorant masses by a powerful 
elite - sometimes presented as 
a warning, · but often quite 
complacently. Socialism is ne-
ver considered as an alterna-
tive, and democracy is quite 
forgotten. Military virtues are 
taken as ethical ones. Wealth 
is assumed to be a righteous 
goal and a personal virtue. 
Competitive free-enterprise 
capitalism is the economic 
destiny of the entire Galaxy. In 
general, American science fic-
tion has assumed a permanent 
hierarchy of superiors and 
inferiors, with rich, ambitious, 
aggressive males at the top, 
then a great gap, and then at 
the bottom the poor, the 
uneducated, the faceless mas-
ses and all the women. The 
whole picture is, if I may say 
so, curiously 'un-American.' It 
is a perfect baboon patriarchy, 
with the Alpha Male on top, 
being respectfully groomed, 
from time to time, by his 
inferiors. 
Is this speculation? Is this 
imagination? Is this extrapol-
ation? I call it brainless re-
gressivism. 
I think it's time science 
fiction writers - and their 
readers! - stopped daydream-
ing about a return to the Age 
of Queen Victoria, and started 
thinking about the future. 
Iwould like to see the Baboon 
Ideal replaced by a little 
human idealism, and some 
serious consideration of such 
deeply radical, futuristic con-
cepts as Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity. And remember 
that about 53 percent of the 
Brotherhood of Man is the 
Sisterhood of Woman. 
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Because we have been invof.. intimate terms with many of the 
ve.d in.a.n on-going investigation leading scientists in the freld. 
into the implications of human 
genetic engineering experi-
mentation, we immediately set 
out to determine the authen~ 
tidty o£Rotvikts d<~.ims, and to 
discover the name of the iru:liv· 
· idual ~ientists involved in this 
~rtt ' expe.rimentation. 
&th .Rorvik and l.ippin~rt ' 
assured us- they s-tood by the 
storyt but ~the.r was willing to 
Top researchers in the field o.f 
cloning are divided about the 
possibility that someone. has 
actually developed the tech~ 
nique at this time. Dr, Stanley 
- lialk~w~ a University o.f Wasfl.. 
ing10n geneticl$t and mkto--
bJ'?logist, says,. ••It is possible in 
theory~ If it ' has finally ~ 
attested, I would not be sot~ 
pri~e.dl' 
F or the peo• pie of Garyt Ind. Asfte.. viDe, N.C. ot. Nitro, W.Va., tl\,e 
bizatre. p1:0mises o£ the Blolog-
ic;:at Revolution may offer a 
real piece of concrete relief as 
early Q ne~t year. 
· What l.U1ites these three 
minot cities? StenCh. The un-
abated reek of industrial odor 
a-eated.by 4teel~ <:hemkal and 
papeda<:tories. With polluting 
smell$ becoming intteasingly 
intolerable; $CHile geneticists 
say rdief ._,.be as close as a 
o""tiple gene inj~ion to 
alter sensoey perceptton. 
1'he Mo.nsatltO.Chembl Co. 
~ a}tea4y tnoved one primi--
tive step . itt that d.it«tion 
with the introduction ol a 
revolutionary new type of deo.-
dorant it plans to market ne~t 
year. The product is called 
Veilex, and mstead of Qtvering 
up b.d odors with perfumed 
scenu. h . ~- • 
.m:tfCJ.:r:_J&zfiZ:: ~-- . ~~ ~~ ~ 
bi4. ~' -- \eavmg_ lhe 
good smell neNes untouChed. 
&perimentation in alterinJ 
the homan teSpon$e to smell tS 
• relati~ new· field, but 
already tbe lim taste and 
smell clink has been set up at 
GeatgetOWb l1.niv~ity Hos-
pital i~ WasJtm,ton, D.C.t to 
tond.uct basi<; .resea.rch. Petm· 
anentde()(J:orizirig is just OM 
~ whet-e ... gettetie engineet· 
-~· may ••~tare· a. profound 
bnpact oo ~.•.··· _ •• u~et matkfi!t. s. Foodt cos.lllettcs and e~Q.o~ 
(iou1 '•suduli:ters~~ are . other 
a'0$$10ads whete the genetic 
engineer and the consumer 
.,at almost• certainly tneet. 
Dt. A.M.Chaktabarty of 
General Ekctti<:, for eumple, 
is examining th~ possibility of 
partially co~verting the human 
~igestive'~ft . (through • gene~ 
tic; ~s) s(l.Jhat people will 
-~ ltbte ur~t · ... and digest • 
hay and gtass. 
While a human diet of hay 
miaht. 1:esult in a dangerous. 
buildup offflethane gas in the 
body¥ Dr. Cha1trabarty de~ 
dares that nonetheless, '"we 
think :it is technically possi· 
ble. ~' And be adds that it could 
be done relatively sintply by 
developing ·a, special cellulo· 
lytic;: tablet that people would 
take ev-ery morning before 
breakfast, 
Genetic alteration is also 
ext>ected to gather millions of 
enthusiastic Americans who 
are concerned about improv· 
ing their·physical appearance. 
ln 1976 alone Amerteans spent 
over $6 billion on some 25,000 
cosmetic prod1,1cts in otde.r to 
improve . their appearance. 
And over one mill•on Amet~ 
icans last yeat underweM the 
more expensive "image en· 
hantingn operations. 
Some researchers , indeed, 
believe cosmetics and plastic 
surgety will soon be .regarded 
as rather crude art forms once 
icaU,n enableS die consumer 
to change such things as hair 
color~ skin pigmentatinn, 
height ·and genetic fllOdifica,. 
lteight and general bodi stnw-
tu.te. fn the words o Nobel 
latteate' Alexis Carrel, man is 
about to ~ome:. Hbnth the 
m~le ,ad the Stlllptor. '' 
Man}!$Ciendsts even claim 
t~ wtU soon be able to slow 
down old age and extend life . 
beyond out wildest imagina-- I 
tion. According to Dr/ KendaU 
Pye~ co-direttor of the Enzyme 
Tedlnolosr Group at the Un· 
iversity of Pennsylvania Med~ 
ical School, researchers are 
now thinking aging might be 
linked to damage done to DNA 
molecules~ which. occurs slow· 
ly oyer a ~rson's lifetime. 
By repairing the . damaged 
DNA molecules ••some e~­
petts believe it might then .be 
possible to extend the average 
life span to weU over tOO years 
~ pOssibly several hundred 
years/' Ot.- )lye says. 
Genetic engineers 41re also 
apt to find a ready mar:ketin 
mood ~tiou. 
Say_ .ss __ o._ ne ~n_t_ .. ~st, "those of 
us 'ft'M wotkJn tl:us fjf,!td see a 
developing potential for nearly 
total conttol of huma,n emo .. 
tiorull status, mental function· 
ing and will to act.'' 
The consumer market fo.r 
mood~altedng genetic surgery 
is already so fmnly estab-
lished that even its critics are 
pessintisti<: about the possibil-;n!r !:M::!:J.!!: ..;id:; 
soon as it bfkomes available. 
Psyc:hoa.cdve d('Ugs (the pte-
cursor to genetic jnj~ns) 
~ the. ptost heavily ptescri• 
bed drugs in the rountry and 
are taken by over- 40 percent of 
die women and 22 per~t of , 
the __ ·. men ,in the U.S. toda1•. 
.For eumple:, Ciba beigy 
Corp. offers its anti-de:pres~ 
ant 1'of!aru1 to help you ret 
adjust. wh~ •'losing a ioh to 
tl)e-mJneUitor may .mean frilst-
~tion .• pil~ and Joss . of es .. 
teem/' A® . the .Sandoz Co. 
has Serentilnfor the auiety 
that comes ft6m -.t fitting 
in ..• tJte ~man who can+t ".et . 
along ~th bet daughteNn· · 
law ••• dte -exec:utive who un~t 
accept retirement. n 
In a society where millions 
of people feel increasinsdY 
alienated at the hands of the 
gUt,:nt bu~aucrades thafregu~ 
la~ t~ir Uv~ and w~o feel 
m~re .. ~ltd .··•·· ntot'e powedess 
before dte. baundxtg spe<:tte of 
pollution, urban decay, unem-
ployment, inflation and • host 
of other <:titical problems, 
psycho-drugs offet the- ideal 
tV(. Their promotional intent is 
to convince the American pub. 
lie that their ptoblems are .not 
social, economic and political, 
but are personal and, more 
imponant~ Hl>iological.'! 
If past ltistoey is any guide at 
all, there is a very real 
possibiUty that such surgery 
will become a cure-all for 
whatever ails you • especiaUy 
when scientists begin to per-
form surgical procedures for 
.. polygenic" abnormalities 
that deal with moods and 
behavior. 
Those who doubt that doc-
• tors would perform such surg~ 
&y1 especially if unwarranted, 
might look into a congression· 
al report which found that in 
1974 alone, doctors performed . 
2.4 million unnecessary oper· 
atioris • resulting in 11,900-
deaths. 
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BIOLOGY: ETHICS, 
The following is an article 
submitted by the Varsity 
Christian Fellowship of Doug-
las College. It is reprinted 
from Christianity Today mag-
azines. 
by Roger C. Sider 
M- odern biol-ogy, born . scarcely a century ago now reigns 
as queen of the sciences, 
commanding an unequalled I wealth of economic, tecnmcal 
·and manpower resources. The 
fruit of biological knowledge 
appears everywhere. It has 
revolutionized agriculture th-
rough plant genetics, plant 
physiology, and soil chemis-
try. It has transformed animal 
husbandry through artificial 
insemination, antibiotics, and 
biochemically synthesized fe· 
eding supplelments. It has 
conquered infectious diseases 
from polio to smallpox, and 
now it promises to eradicate 
heart disease and cancer. 
New careers in biology are 
created almost daily. Biostat· 
isticians, behavior geneticists, 
and neurophyshopharmcolog· 
ists are just a few of the 
biological professions that 
have arisen in recent decades. 
The technology of modern 
biology is a source of wonder; 
in television soap operas and 
documentaries we see room 
filled with electronic equip-
ment connected to patients by 
myriads of tubes and elect· 
rodes; gowned and gloved 
neurosurgeons carve out 
chunks of brain to relieve 
intractabte epilepsy. 
The virility of biological 
science appears most dearly 
in the way it encroaches on 
other disciplines. Optimistic 
biologists propose incorporat· 
ing the social sciences and 
even the humanities into biol-
ogy. After all, they argue, 
since man is fundamentally a 
biological organism, biology 
provides the proper frame· 
work in which to study him. 
History, for example, is a 
record of biological selection 
and survival through the inter· 
action of human gene pools 
with varying ecological con-
ditions. And war is a product 
of collective biological behav· 
ior placed under conditions of 
certain biological scarcities. 
According to such reasoning, 
the first step toward the 
solution of human problems, 
whether psychological or soci-
etal, is to put them into 
biological terms. 
In the light of all this 
progress, if biology had e· 
nough money and enough 
trained scientists, it would 
usher in the millenium. That 
this is a naive promise should 
come as no surprise to evang-
elicals. But what is genuinely 
newsworthy is that some sci-
entists think so too. Although 
no textbook yet admits it, 
unmistakable signs of ferment 
are sprouting in academic 
journals of widely diverse 
biological disciplines. Leading 
scientific minds know that 
biology, particularly biomedic· 
ine, is in a crisis and that the -
solution is unclear. , 
Consider the nature of the 
dilemma and the rare oppor-
tunity this dilemma provides 
for a historic dialogue between 
biology and the Christian 
faith. This time around (unlike 
the debate over Darwin's Ori-
gin of the Species) biology is 
on the defensive • for several 
reasons that I want to identify. 
Look with me at thr_ee aspects 
of the crisis: the philosophical, 
the ethical and the method-
ological. 
Biology and Philosophy 
Two of the oldest questions 
in philosophy are central here: 
"What is knowledge and how 
is it apprehended?'' and 
"What is the nature of Man?" 
The first question, that of 
epistemology, is not usually 
considered by biologists. But a 
definite epistemological posi-
tion is implicit in their activ· 
ities. Knowing, in science, is 
viewed as that which results 
from the application of the 
scientific method to questions 
of knowledge. Thus, know· 
ledge is ultimately empirical, 
that is, derived from exper· 
ience. Scientific knowledge re-
sults from putting experience 
to a specific test, or experi-
mentation. First, formulate a 
hypothesis. Then, subject your 
hypothesis to a controlled 
experiment designed to con· 
firm or disprove the hypoth· 
esis. Next, have other invest· 
igators repeat the experiment. 
Finally, if the results are 
consistent the scientist ex· 
presses the results as "laws of · 
nature." 
Biology and methodology 
In scientific research the 
highest compliment one can 
receive from an esteemed 
colleague is that his experi-
ment is "elegant". An elegant 
'What is 
knowledge 
and how 
is it appre-
hended'? 
experiment is brilliantly con· 
ceived (the conceptual) and 
carried out with rigor and 
simplicity (the methodolog· 
ical). Since methodological 
rigor and simplicity are hard to 
achieve in biology, biologists 
are especially eager to per· 
form elegant experiments. 
Hidden beneath the flattery, 
however, ate presuppositions 
that are no longer adequate. 
Rigor involves strict control 
of all variables, the isolation of 
the living unit from its narural 
environment, and its manipu· 
lation under highly artificial 
conditions. Simplicity refers to 
the analytic, reductionistic ap· 
proach to complex systems. 
Living units are first cut up, 
then digested into their sim-
plist components so that the 
constituent elements can be 
studied in isolation. Such me-
tohodology is too narrow. Bio-
logical systems are complex, 
dynamic and alive. We need 
new, less simplistic appro-
aches. 
Here, too, I see encouraging 
signs .. Modern biology is now 
turning to new methodologies 
in an attempt to do justice to 
the object of its study. New 
disciplines such as environ-
mental and ecological biology 
focus upon the interaction of 
the organism with the natural 
world. These disciplines stress 
observation more than mani· 
pulation. They do not seek 
artificial simplicity but rather 
natural complexity. They view 
traditional approaches as in-
adequate for understanding 
biological entities as living 
systems. This is a good trend. 
In psychology a similar 
change is occurring. A revival 
of a holistic, humanistic per· 
spective is challenging behav-
iorism. Deterministic psycho-
analysis and organic neurol-
ogizing are coming under 
sharp scrutiny. Psychology is 
emphasizing empathic human 
understanding rather than ex· 
perimental manipulating. The 
new biology says that "Study-
ing monkeys in cages will 
teach you only about caged 
monkeys • an unsatisfactory 
substitute for monkeys in the 
wild." 
Implicit in this orientation is 
a new respect for life, for its 
wonder, its wisdom, its integ· 
rity. No longer is science seen 
as a tool with which to conquer 
nature but rather as a hum· 
bling discipline to help us see 
our proper place in the natural 
world. 
Biology and Theology 
The present upheavaf in 
biology is important to evan· 
~elicals. Since science is the 
. mtellectual temple of modern 
C11lture, and since biology is its 
chief god, a revolution in 
biology is bound to permeate 
our entire society. Moreover, 
biology and theology both 
claim to provide a conceptual 
basis for comprehending man. 
Each has much to say to the 
other. Here is the exciting 
challenge. Today- we face a 
rare opportunity to bridge the 
vast glllf that separates biol-
ogy from evangelical theology. 
Neither of the two disciples 
has used terms of reference 
that allowed intelligent dia-
logue with the other. How 
could biology and evangelical 
theory interact when the mo-
del of biology was one of a 
soulless and probably mind-
less man, and when much of 
evangelical theology treated 
the soul almost as a disem· 
bodied spirit? 
Evangelicals should seize 
this rare opportunity to bridge 
the gap. Modern biology is in 
the midst of a fundamental 
self-examination. It is looking 
for a new model, a new 
paradigm. It has already mov-
ed in the right direction. It 
remains for evangelical biol-
ogists and theologians to artic-
ulate an integrated view of 
man, man as body and spririt. 
The new biology needs a soul; 
the time is right for a truly 
biblical biology. 
Physics and chemistry apply 
this method most rigorously 
and most successfully. In 
other sciences, such as astro-
nomy, one must be content 
with observations only since 
we cannot manipulate the sun 
or the stars experimentally. 
And in biology other problems 
arise. Biological systems, all 
incredibly complex, exist in a 
state of dynamic interaction 
with their environments. Ex-
periments with biological spe-
cimens must take into account 
these special difficulties. Non-
etheless, in problems of biol-
ogy the application of the 
scientific method remains the 
goal toward which biologists 
strive. 
Additional epistemological 
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PHILOSOPHY AND METHOD 
presuppositions often accom-
pany the scientist's faith in his 
method, such as the view that 
scientific truth is objective 
truth, untainted by the bias of 
the observer. Or the view that 
scientific truth is fact, in 
contrast to the other truth that 
is only opinion. 
The logical positivists of the 
late nineteenth and the early 
twentieth centuries articulated 
the philosophical foundation of 
modern biology. They general-
ized the validity of the scien-
tific method to all of philos-
ophy and declared that the 
ultimate test of knowledge is 
empirical verifiability. For a 
statement to have meaning, 
one must be able to specify the 
conditions under which its 
truth can be proved physically. 
All else, including metaphy-
sics, was nonsensical to them. 
Biologists had to refine their 
methodology to overcome the 
obstacles inherent in experi-
menting with live organisms. 
Today logical positivism 
stands discredited; it is nei-
ther consistent nor compre-
hensive. And that is part of the 
dilemma of modern biology. 
·This article cannot detail the 
overthrow of positivism, but 
two modern philosophers of 
science need mention. Both 
effectivelr critiqued the posit-
ivist tradition. 
The first is Karl Popper, an 
Austrian who in his first major 
book (1934) claimed that sci-
entific knowledge is imposs-
ible to verify. According to 
Popper, what separates sci-
ence from pseudo-science is 
that scientific knowledge is 
stated in such a way that it 
could be refuted or falsified. 
Therefore, though no scientific 
statement can claim for itself 
the status of truth, it is 
possible to test such state-
ments and to discard them if 
proven false. For example, the 
statement "All apples are 
red" is scientific because it 
can be falsified by finding a 
green apple. But the state-
ment "That sunset is beaut-
iful" cannot be unambiguous-
ly falsified by experience and 
so it is unscientific. A quota· 
tion from Popper's book re-
veals the direction of his 
thinking. "Science," he said, 
"is not a system of certain or 
well established statements ... 
Our science is not knowledge: 
it can never claim to have 
attained truth, or even a 
substitute for it, such as 
probably ... We do not know; 
we can only guess." 
Michael Polanyi, who dealt 
with the objectiivity of know-
ledge, also criticized accepted 
philosophical dogma in sci-
ence. Although he said that 
knowledge of a reality external 
to oneself is possible, he 
denied that it is ever appre-
hended objectively. For, he 
maintained, the knower is 
inextricably involved with 
what he knows, is active in the 
process of knowing, and 
makes a personal committ-
ment to what he knows. For 
Polanyi, then, cool, detached, 
and rational analytic separa-
tion of the observer from the 
observed, is impossible. Mor-
eover, though this view is 
relatively harmless in such 
exact sciences as physics and 
chemistry, Polanyi warns that 
in the biological, psychological 
and social sciences it is perni-
cious and destructive. For the 
objectivist fallacy grossly dis-
torts the nature of living ing things, including man, 
things. consist of nothing non-mater-
To know another living ial or non-physical. This view 
thing is more personal than to sees the dualism of mind and 
know inanimate matter. This body as an epiphenomonon or 
fact is particularly relevant to artifact of our present state of 
the study of man. In human ignorance. Mental events are 
biology, subject and object explainable in physical terms. 
meet. The subject matter of This model scarcely allows 
human biology includes the room for a mind in man, and 
very faculty upon which we certainly no space for a soul. 
rely for understanding. The Such a conception of man in 
human brain of the neuro- modern biology is under attack 
surgeon examining the brain for good reason. It is patently 
of the patient in surgery is the inadequate. Biologists them-
meeting of knower with the selves are beginning to recog-
known. In Polanyi's terms, nize the deficiencies of a 
"Biology is life reflecting upon materialist mechanist model. 
itself, and the findings of Essentially the question is, 
biology must prove consistent "Can you understand man in 
with the claims biology makes terms of only inanimate . na-
for its own findings." , ture ?" Perhaps, after all, liv-
Polanyi here identifies the ing things do differ from non-
Achilles Heel of scientific bioi- living things in basic ways. 
ogy. In its exclusive focus Some biologists are becom-
upon the object of the experi- ing brave enough to say that 
ment and the elucidation of since biology is the science of 
the laws by which the object is living things those people in 
governed, biology is curiously the field should stop their 
blind to the person conducting compulsive efforts to simplify 
the experiment. Yet, accord- everything biological into phy-
ing to Polanyi, if a man takes sics and chemistry, and should 
as his object the study of begin to proudly proclaim the 
another man, both remain uniqueness of biology. This 
men. The man who conducts cleavage is not merely one of 
fleshing out on this thesis is 
only beginning, but it provides 
the possibility for a truly 
human biology. 
The ethical domain is the 
second perspective from which 
to consider the revolution in 
biology. Historically, biolo-
gists have taken ethics for 
granted. After all, everyone 
knew that life was good. 
Therefore, advances in biology 
that favoured life were also 
good. And since biology, par-
ticularly medicine, was rela-
tively impotent to disrupt the 
interplay of natural forces for 
and against life, biologists 
seldom faced ethical dilem-
mas. 
All that has changed. The 
accelerating progress of bio-
medical science has dramat-
ically increased man's power 
over the biological world. As a 
result, ethical considerations 
now intrude into the entire 
range of biological activities. 
The pervasive reach of bio-
ethical questions ranges from 
biological warfare, contracep-
tion, euthanasia, and abortion 
to the methods used by medic-
al researchers. Think how 
complex each of these 1s. 
the experiment cannot exempt 
himself from the purview of 
the hypotheses and generali-
zations that he uses to under-
stand the man upon which he 
experiments. If he chooses to 
view the human brain as a 
computor and uses that model 
in his analysis of other brains, 
then his brain, the brain that 
views other brains as com-
putors, must also be subject to 
the limits of that same model. 
~----------------~ 
The implications of Polan-
yi's position for biology and 
for science in general are 
enormous. They shake the 
philosophical presuppositions 
of modern biology to its foun-
dations. If man is nothing but 
a biological mechanism, cer-
tainly his thoughts and theor-
ies in biology and elsewhere 
are the programmed products 
of a sophisticated mechanical 
robot. In that case, scientific 
truth is an illusion. 
The attacks of Popper, Pol-
anyi and others upon accepted 
scientific epistemology has re-
opened the question of the 
status of scientific knowledge. 
To the question "Are scientific 
facts known for sure?" one 
must now reply with a re-
sounding no. And to the 
related question "Is scientific 
knowledge truly objective?" 
the same answer must be 
given. I hope that this turn in 
modern philosophy will con-
tinue to have a sobering effect 
on the arrogant scientific cli-
mate, particularly biology. 
The second philosophical 
question "What is the nature 
of man?" is basic in biology. 
Biologists have assumed since 
the great French physiologist 
Claude Bernard that the model 
for human biology has been 
that of inanimate nature. Liv-
ing things, including man, are 
explained in terms of non-
living matter. Thus, physics 
and chemistry are the foun-
dational disciplines for biolo-
gical science. 
Some biologists reluctantly 
admit that complexities in 
living things can only be 
understood in terms that can 
not be entirely reduced to the 
laws of the physical sciences. 
But even these views are 
essentially physicalistic and 
materialistic, holding that liv-
the superficial differences be-
tween life and non-life: it cuts 
to the deepest conceptual lev-
el. It holds that fundamentally 
different models must be used 
for the understanding of living 
things than for the under-
standing of the . inanimate 
universe. 
A second and more radical 
division separates man from 
other living organisms into a 
class of his own. This poses 
man as a unique biological 
entity apart from the rest of 
the animal world. In this view 
the biology of man becomes a 
study that goes beyond the 
limits of the physical sciences 
and subhuman biolog . The 
Some of the best bioethicists 
and biomedical scientists in 
the country are stretching 
their minds to work out appro-
priate ethics in the single area 
of experimentation with hu-
man subjects. 
In the last decade the new 
discipline of biomedical ethics 
has grown. Although its boun-
daries and methodologies are 
still being defined, the mission 
of biomedical ethics is clear: to 
apply rigorous ethical analysis 
to moral questions posed by 
the practice of the life scien-
tists. Established biologists 
have received their new col-
leagues positively, for the 
most part. Whether research-
er or clinician, the biologist 
has been uncomfortable aware 
that many of his technical 
decisions have important eth-
ical dimensions. Since his 
graduate or medical school did 
not prepare him to deal with 
these dimensions, he is re-
lieved to accept the offer of 
help from an ethicist. More-
over, this procedure fits the 
modern vogue of assembling 
multi-disciplinary teams, each 
with access to expert know-
ledge of a particular specialty, 
to collaborate on a research or 
clinical problem. 
Yet the core of the ethical 
dilemma in modern biology is 
not merely the proliferation of 
techniques and advances that 
require ethical decisions. Nor 
will the arrival of a new cadre 
of professionals, the bioethi-
cists, necessarily solve the 
crisis. The problem is not 
fundamentally one of man-
power. Rather it is that the 
philosophical basis of biology 
conflicts with the underlying 
basis of ethics, especially with 
moral imperatives. 
Deep in the marrow of every 
scientist is the conviction that 
dogma is the enemy, ·not the 
ally of science. Ever since 
Galileo in his pursuit of truth 
ran afoul of the church, the 
scientist's ideal has been to 
discover facts despite the con-
sequences. Like it or not, 
ethics is a type of dogma and 
claims moral force and de-
mands obedience. So it is a 
considerable undertaking to 
bridge the gap between biol-
ogy and ethics. How ironic 
that the progress of science, to 
which we owe our ability to 
control nature, threatens to 
leave us with no absolutes by 
which to make those decisions. 
This problem is, of course, 
not new. Ethical theory, be-
ginning as far back as Thomas 
Hobbes, has wrestled with the 
relationship of ethical prin-
ciples to the material realm. 
On the one hand, if ethics is to 
be a body of reliable know-
ledge, it must stand on objec-
tive laws of psychology and 
biology rather than on tradi-
tions of ecclesiastical author-
ity. On the other hand, if 
nature - the world of fact - is 
ethically neutral, then science 
and ethics are completely sep-
arate domains. Ethical prin-
ciples are merely subjective 
expressions of emotion or 
desire. 
For most modern biologists 
the way out of this quagmire is 
muddy. But it is eminently 
clear that biology can no 
longer afford to ignore its 
ethical crisis. Christians 
should be encouraged to see 
the evidence of a heightened 
ethical awareness. On the oile 
hand biologists are beginning 
to realize that no science can 
be value-free. The ideal of 
value-free science fails to take 
into account that a fundamen-
tal ethical committment is 
implicit in the scientific meth-
od - a committment to person-
al honesty and integrity in 
reporting results and a com-
mitment to the value of scien-
tific knowledge. And it is now 
obvious that the pursuit of 
knowledge never occurs only 
for its own sake. "What is the 
point of knowledge?" and 
"What use will be made of 
it?" are unavoidable ques-
tions. They ate unavoidable 
ethical questions. 
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OVERWEIGHT? 
by Vernon Westphal 
Are you overweight? Under-
weight? or maybe just tired of 
hanging around the same old 
weight? Maybe you've tried 
dieting before, only to be put 
off by bland, expensive food 
and quackish, untested ideas. 
Well, be fat (or thin) no 
longer! Medical science has 
been astonished, revolution-
ized, and thrown out the 
window by Professor Vermin's 
Miracle Diet!! 
So what's so miraculous? I'll 
tell you what? Dr. Igor Wazoo 
reports: "I used to ba 98 
pound weakling. But now, 
after only 3 months on pro-
fessor Vermin's Miracle Diet, 
I am a 310 pound weakling. 
How can I thank you?" And 
Dr. Jacques Shellac reports: 
"My wde and I together useo 
to weigh 900 pounds. Now, 
only 450 pounds! My wife left 
me because of Professor Ver• 
min's Miracle Diet, and I've 
never been happier." Natur-
ally, I could list dozens of 
other unsolicited letters that 
we've received as a result of 
our ceaseless humanitarian 
efforts but I won't. 
Professor Vermin's Miracle 
Diet is the result of years of 
research at the McKitka Mem-
orial Hog Farm, where Profes-
sor Vermin was experimenting 
with nutritional warfare tactics 
for the Canadian Army. Hogs 
were used as research animals 
because their eating habits, in 
Professor Vermin's opinion, 
c\ose\y resemb\e those of the 
average Canadian. Large in-
puts of time and government 
A diet of 
bark is easy 
to lose 
weight on 
money were finally rewarded 
by Professor Vermin's discov-
ery of the Secret of Changing 
Your Weight! This discovery 
has been classified top secret, 
but I can tell you this much 
about it: beer and bark. 
Yes, that's right, beer and 
tree bark! And why? Well, 
tree bark is used because it 
has several interesting proper-
ties. Bark guarantees that the 
diet provides plenty of fiber; 
bark is easy to find, inexpen-
sive (in fact, it's free!), and 
stores very well - unlike 'diet 
craze' foods like predigested 
protein, or grapefruit. More 
importantly, a steady diet of 
tree bark is very easy to lose 
weight on, since one's appe-
tite tends to die after the first 
meal. Conversely, you can 
gain weight rapidly on this 
diet by trying to drink enough 
beer to wash the taste of bark 
out of your mouth. No other 
diet can make this claim. 
Beware of imitations! Cer-
tain unprincipled people may 
try to sell you on phony, so 
called 'miracle diets', such as 
the cactus and wine diet, and 
the fungus and ale diet. These 
diets are in no way connected 
with Professor Vermin's Mir-
acle Diet, and are in fact 
merel shoddy copies, attempts 
by crooked people to 'cash in' 
on Professor Vermin's discov-
ery before he can. Besides, 
who'd want to eat crazy stuff 
like cactus or fungus, any-
ways? 
Dietary Instructions: It is im-
portant when on this diet to 
follow these instructions very 
carefully, unless your idea of a 
good meal is to munch on a 
mouthful of toothpicks. Prior 
to cooking, pound the bark 
with a carpenter's hammer, in 
order to give the bark a more 
tender texture. Next, put the 
bark in a pot nearly full of 
water and bring the water to a 
boil. Boil for 12 hours, or until 
mushy. The bark is now ready 
to be eaten; eat as much as 
you can keep down. Beer 
should be refrigerated for at 
least one hour prior to con-
sumption. To lose weight, just 
drink enough to get the bark 
down. To gain weight, drink 
with abandon. 
What about a balanced diet? 
Well, most really fat or really 
skinny people don't eat a 
balanced diet anyways, so 
what are you worried about? 
But, if you insist on worrying 
about such trivial stuff, here's 
what you can do: gnaw. Gnaw 
on root vegetables, such as 
potatoes or carrots, until you 
have gnawed the skin right 
off. (There! You've got the 
vitamins that you were fretting 
over. Satisfied?) Now, swish 
the gnawings around in your 
mouth for 5 minutes, to allow 
the saliva in your mouth to 
extract all the vitamins. Then, 
spit the remains out some-
where. That way, you avoid all 
that starch. If you're worried 
about not getting enough pro-
tein, try doing the same thing 
with the skin on sausages. 
Impressed? Well, we have 
such confidence in this diet 
that we are willing to make the 
following fearless guarantee: 
If you don'tlose/gain at least 
20 pounds after only three 
weeks on Professor Vermin's 
Miracle Diet, your calorie 
intake is too high/low relative 
to your metabolic rate to allow 
this to occur! So do something 
about it! If you want to lose 
weight, exercise! Professor 
Vermin recommends the Gud-
sho! (pronounced good show!) 
basic training exercises, be-
cause he has found that nearly 
anyone can do them for an 
indefinate period of time with-
out tiring or working up a 
sweat. If you want to gain 
weight quickly, try staying 
motionless for long periods of 
time every day. Cut out all 
unnecessary activities, like 
work and school. 
In concluding, I suppose 
that I should mention that you 
may experience a wide variety 
of bizarre side-effects while 
you are on this diet, or at any 
time afterwards. Some of the 
most common side-effects are 
looseness of teeth, visual hal-
lucinations, and paralysis of 
major muscle groups. Still, 
some of the effects are minor 
and will go away without 
treatment. And some aren't 
and won't. But the odds are 
only about 2-1 against you. 
And besides, what are a few 
molars compared to the new 
freedom to choose your own 
weight?! 
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FLYING: 
OF -POETS AND PILOTS 
by Marianne McKave 
There exists above us a 
vast, empty skyway; a wide 
open space that captures the 
inspirations of poets and pilots 
alike. 
Richard Bach, the author of 
jonathan Livingston Seagull 
also wrote a book entitled, A 
Gift of Wings from which he 
projected a story about the 
anxieties of 'the pilot'; that is, 
what it is that invokes· in a 
person the desire to cast 
himself beyond the limitations 
of the solid earth. 
In all respects, a desire to 
fly is a common dream at some 
point in many people's !ives, 
yet the process of gettmg a 
license seems as if it might be 
incredibly complicated. 
And just as common, no 
doubt, is the fear that accom-
panies the unknown; the tho-
ught of placing one's life 
among skill and technology, 
and challenging these against 
the elements. 
Yet people fly, and as the 
season of spring approaches, 
the interest .will grow, and it 
will continue to increase thro-
ugh the summer months. 
This point is emphasized by 
three advertising students of 
Douglas College, who intend 
to present a slide-show of 
aerial photography in April to 
interested students, as a mar-
keting class project~ Their 
objective will be to make a 
flight in the vicinity of Pitt lake 
and Stave Lake, with the 
thought of promoting 'flying 
for pleasure.' "Flying is a 
rapidly growing hobby," re-
marked Alan Robinson, stu-
dent at Douglas College, and 
owner of a commercial pilot's 
license. "Many people would 
like to try it, but don't really 
know what is involved. When 
it comes down to it, getting a 
private license is not all that 
complicated." 
There are three advertising 
students involved in the pro-
ject: Robinson, Ray Godin, 
and Steve Van Daele. Of the 
three, Robinson is the only 
pilot. 
"We plan to take up a total 
of six people in two small 
single engine planes - the 
Cessna 172, and the Piper 
Warrior. In making this flight, 
we are actually working on 
promoting Skyway Air Serv-
ices, but we are also expand-
ing our project to encompass 
flying in general, . and to 
inform people how to go about 
developing flvinp; as a hobby." 
Robinson has been flying for 
about four years now. He 
received his training at Sky• 
way, which is the largest 
flying school in B.C. 
"Skyway was one of the first 
flying schools set up in the 
country," he continued. 
"They started business in the 
late 1940's after the war, and 
some of the instructors have 
been there for over twenty 
years. It's a very reputable 
school. At least I was very 
impressed with them." 
"Flying is a great feeling," 
he added. "I've come dose to 
a mishap before, but that 
didn't scare me away from 
flying at all," he remarked, 
emphasizing that the dangers 
of driving on land are probably 
worse. 
"To obtain a private license, 
you are required to have a 
minimum of 35 flying hours. 
This involves a certain amount 
of both dual and solo flying 
time. Also, twenty hours of 
ground school is required, and 
this gives you some necessary 
background in theory, navi-
gation and meteorology." 
"Skyway offers ground 
school courses at different 
high schools through adult 
education classes, at a cost of 
about $55," he said. Ground 
school lessons will be given at 
Burnaby South High School, 
starting the first week of April. 
Good vision is an asset, but 
correctional aids such as glass-
es or contacts are perfectly 
acceptable. A medical check-
up mu~t be done every two 
years, and the license is 
renewed on the basis of this. 
A person can expect to pay 
approximately $1400 in the 
course of obtaining a private 
license, and the process can be 
completed usually in a period 
of two months. 
When a person is training 
for a private license, he will 
experience some incompara-
ble sensations. One may be 
the first dual flight, when he is 
in control of the aircraft. 
"'It doesn't take long to get 
the 'feel' of the controls," 
Robinson remarked. "Once 
you do, your confidence builds 
fast." 
The first solo flight is also 
an unforgettable experience. 
"It's a strange feeling, tak-
ing off, and flying alone. Once 
up there, I preferred to be 
alone. I was relieved that I 
could finally do it, and I gained 
confiden~e in myself very 
quickly." 
With a private license, a 
pilot is ltmited to flying 
throughout the Fraser Valley, 
until a 'mountain check' has 
been done with a flying school. 
"A mountain check is sim-
ply a dual flight over moun-
tainous land. This is done 
because you get different 
things happening when you fly 
over this kind of land, such as 
downdrafts and updrafts caus-
ed .by mountain waves." · 
A pilot wishing to obtam a 
commercial license must have 
a total of 150 flying hours, and 
60 of these hours must be 
directly aimed towards this 
license. With a commercial 
license, a pilot can take people 
up flying, and legally charge 
them a rate. 
Before obtaining a flying 
license, a written exam as well 
as a flying test must be taken. 
On the passing of these tests, 
the pilot has completed the 
requirements, and receives his 
license. 
"People interested in learn-
ing to fly can either go to one 
of the many flying schools in 
the lower mainland, or they 
may join a flying clu~. The 
thing about Skyway ts that 
they go into a lot of nec~ssary 
detail in their course, wtth the 
use of films, which I found 
helped alot. I've actually been 
to other flying schools, but 
Skyway seemed to provide the 
most accurate service, not only 
in instruction, but in rentals as 
well," Robinson said. 
There is nothing extraor-
dinary about the person who 
trains to fly, except for maybe 
his desire. 
"Anyone who can drive a 
car could be capable of learn-
ing to fly. It really isn't 
complicated. People of all ages 
take up the hobby, men and 
women alike. It's a growing 
hobby, especially among 
young adults, and it is one that 
yields an incredible amount of 
satisfaction and enjoyment." 
So why do people fly? Some 
look towards a career in the 
industry, others to satisfy 
some deep yearning within 
themselves, and still others for 
the sheer pleasure of it. One 
has only to experience flight to 
understand any of these rea-
sons. 
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ROMEO AND JULIET- NOT IMPOSSIB~E 
by Lori Anne Latka 
A different interpretation of 
Romeo and Juliet? Impossible. 
Difficult, yes , impossible, no. 
The San Francisco Ballet Com-
pany performed the latest 
rendition of the ballet Romeo 
and Juliet March 16 - 18 at the 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre. 
The company produced 
their first ballet Serenade in 
1934. This makes them the 
oldest classical company in the 
United States. It is a hard-
working company, with many 
young and talented dancers, 
38 to be exact. 
This is a relatively small 
company to tackle such a 
big production as the full 
length version of Romeo and 
Juliet. They do seem to have 
support behind them; their 
production of Nutcracker this 
season broke all previous re-
cords for attendance, and their 
presentation of Romeo and 
Juliet was very well received 
by the Vancouver audience. 
The choreographer Michael 
Smuin rejoined the company 
in 1973. He was the principal 
dancer, ballet master and 
resident choreographer (they 
now have six). He left in 1966 
to first join the American 
Ballet Theatre, then to per-
form on Broadway and later 
tour as a cabaret act. The 
Broadway experience shows in 
his work. The staging of many 
scenes, such as the opening of 
Romeo and Juliet, is danced 
with a touch more pizazz than 
is normally seen. 
'The production on the whole 
is very theatrical; a brief 
passage where Juliet dances 
in front of a mirror - which is 
actually another dancer mirr-
oring her movements - is a 
good example of this. 
Juliet was danced by Diane 
Weber. Born in New Jersey, 
she trained at the American 
Ballet Theatre School. She 
joined that company and work-
ed her way into the principal 
roles. She joined San Fran-
cisco Ballet in 197 3. 
She danced Juliet very well-
one moment a tease and the 
next a frightened girl in love 
for the first time. 
Tomm Rudd danced Romeo 
with style and charm. His 
dancing was faultless, but his 
stage presence comes a little 
short of the passionate, ro-
mantic lover. He looked more 
like a Huck Finn type. Rudd 
was raised in a small town in 
the mountains of Wyoming so 
that might have something to 
do with it. 
Attila Ficzere was superb as 
Romeo's friend Mercutio, 
comical yet forceful. But with 
a part like that how can a good 
dancer lose? Vane Vest played 
a fiery Tybalt with a new twist: 
he was involved with his Aunt 
Capulet, Juliet's mother. 
In time, the San Francisco 
Ballet could become the most 
prominent company on the 
west coast; they certainly have 
the potential. Their production 
of Romeo was different and at 
times innovative, though it 
wasn't of the same stature as 
the National Ballet of Can-
ada's production. This is, of 
course an unfair comparison 
considering the difference in 
size of the two companies. 'Tina Santos and Lynda Meyer starring in Romeo and juliet. 
film A BEAUTIFUL AND EMOTIONAL 
TURNING POINT: MOVIE ABOUT LIVES 
Reprinted from the Sheaf for 
Canadian University Press. 
byM. D'entremont 
Turning Point is a beautiful 
and emotional movie about the 
turning points in the lives of 
three women. 
The movie is set amidst the 
intrigue, jealousy and rivalry 
of an American ballet com-
pany. 
Shirley MacLaine plays 
Dede Rodgers, a former balle-
rina who left the footlights at 
the cost of a potentially bril-
liant career, in order to have a 
baby to prove that her partner 
and husband wasn't gay. An-
ne Bancroft stars as the aging 
primma donna Emma. She 
helped persuade Dede to have 
the baby so that Dede would 
be unable to rival her as the 
star of the company. Leslie 
Browne, in her dramatic de-
but, is Emilia Rodgers, who 
was the baby for whom Dede 
sacrificed her career and Em-
ma's god-daughter as well. 
She becomes caught in a battle 
of egos between Dede and 
Emma. 
The movie opens when the 
ballet company plays Okla-
homa City which is where 
Dede and Wayne Rodgers live 
and conduct a school of ballet. 
It is here that the ballet 
company discovers their da-
ughter, thanks to the inter-
vention of Emma, and they 
offer Emilia a scholarship. 
Emilia accepts, of course, and 
her and her mom whisk off to 
New York and a new future in 
the art of dance. 
Once in New York Dede's 
previous interest and excite-
ment in ballet is rekindled but 
she finds herself excluded 
from the inner circle. Rather 
than being in the centre of 
action, which is where she was 
when she bowed out, she has 
to stand on the sidelines and 
watch what might have been 
her life pass before her eyes. 
Being relegated to observer 
status she begins an inquiry 
into the worth of her middle-
aged life. (We look before and 
after and pine for what is not.) 
Emma, aware of the liability 
that age is for dancers, has 
begun a re-evaluation of her-
self. She is finding herself 
being pushed into the wings 
by bright new lights and she 
struggles to keep her own light 
from burning out. She exam-
ines all of the steps that she 
has taken to make it to the top 
in an effort to see if it has been 
worth it. 
While these two women 
mentally and physically beat 
out the answers to their prob-
lems and questions, a new 
rose is beginning to bloom and 
they both want to be there 
when it does. 
Emilia, because of a Cinder-
ella like series of events, has 
risen to the heights of the 
company. Dede sees in this a 
chance to relive her youth, but 
she finds herself mysteriously 
shut out by her daughter. She 
attributes this to Emma's in-
terference and we are set for 
another round of petty jealous-
ies. This all sounds quite 
amateurish. 
Well, thanks to the master-
ful directing of Herbert Ross, 
the superb acting of MacLaine 
and Bancroft and the sensuous 
and powerful dancing of Leslie 
Browne, Mikhail Baryshinikov 
and the American Ballet The-
atre, the thing is marvelously 
pulled off for us. 
For sheer beauty Turning 
Point hasn't been touched by 
... lt. 
any of Hollywood's pitiful 
offerings of 1977. Choreog-
raphy, lighting, costumes and 
music work together to pre-
sent an uplifting experience. 
Each dance sequence is su-
perbly woven into the fibre of 
the script so that no trace of 
old Hollywood musicals is 
present. 
The most striking example 
of this occurs in the scene whrr 
Baryshnikov and Browne per-
form an erotic pas de deux. In 
their rehearsal we feel the 
electricity coursing through 
their bodies. When the scene 
gradually fades out and a 
bedroom scene softly replaces 
it we have been prepared for 
it. This scene of their love-
making is the tasteful contin-
uation of their dance and it is 
one .of the highlights of the 
mov1e. 
The movie could be sold 
solely on the merits of its 
dance. 
ON THE ROAD AGAIN 
Reprinted from the Sheaf for 
Canadian University Press. 
by M. D'entremont 
On The Road Again 
by David McFadden 
McClelland & Stewart 
"David McFadden," accor-
ding to one of my earnest 
colleagues, "is the most fa-
mous obscure poet that I 
know." So to save trouble I'll 
just agree with him. 
The press release which 
McClelland & Stewart sent 
along with McFadden's now 
book, On The Road Again, 
assures that McFadden has 
been reviewed considerably 
for his work. Well, he's going 
to be reviewed again. 
It is easy to see why his 
work has been reviewed con-
siderably and that is because 
he h<J s done a considerable 
amount of work. A Knight In 
Dried Plums and The Great 
Canadian Sonnet are just two 
of his titles. But enough of this 
promo work - let's get to the 
meat. 
On The Road Again is not a 
Jack Kerouac sequel nor is it 
just the title of a Canned Heat 
song. It is a marvellous little 
collection of poems that have a 
lot to do with travelling. 
Most of the poems are about 
travelling in Canada. We 
thumb along with McFadden 
down the Trans-Canada in 
'The Opening of the West.' 
We are passengers with Mc-
Fadden on the 'Prince George 
Express' - You have to be 
brave te be an engineer on the 
British Columbia Railway, 
formerly known as the PGE 
which stood for Pacific Great 
Eastern or maybe Prince Ge-
orge Express. Or we can go 
with McFadden to Tuktoy-
aktuk - it's the Cuba of my 
dreams - and have a drink to 
help Ken Christopher to cel-
ebrate his birthday. 
Some of the poems are 
about other countries like 'Fly-
ing Over Indiana' and other 
past times like 'Hsu Fu's 
Speech to the Five Hundred 
Youths of both Sexes.' 
McFadden is a cartoonist 
but a cartooninist who uses 
words rather than colorful 
pens. A cartoonist exagger-
ates facial expressions and 
character movements and 
makes things plainly absurd. 
McFadden shares this sense of 
the absurd with cartoonists 
and it adds an important 
dimension and distinction to 
his work. 
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